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TED

HEGGwas

going to be an
engineer. Then,
while at the
University of
Washington in the
early 1940s, he and
his wife, Edith,
encountered longtime Whitworth
President Frank
Warren at a Bible
study. They were
captivated by
Warren's vision of a
school that would
educate young

minds and hearts
to minister in the
Presbyterian
Church. In fact, the
Heggs were so struck by this vision that Ted changed his occupational
he and Edith packed up and headed off to Whitworth.

goals, and

After graduating from

Whitworth in 1947 and receiving his M.Div. from Dubuque Theological Seminary,
Ted served congregations

around the Northwest for more than 45 years; upon his

retirement, he was named pastor emeritus at Marine View Presbyterian Church in
Tacoma. But retirement has not meant long, lazy days for Ted and Edith. Continuing to spread the Gospel, Ted volunteers for the American Bible Society, which
recently awarded him its Volunteer Award of Merit, making him one of only six
(out of 13,000 volunteers) to earn this annual distinction.

Edith, a registered nurse,

uses her time and love for people as a volunteer with the Crisis Pregnancy Center.
The Heggs have raised five sons - Ted, '66, Phillip, '69, Mark, '73, Stephen, '76, and
Keith, '76 - who attended Whitworth and eventually added three Whitworth
daughters-in-law

- Carol (Annis, '66), Janet (Logan,'n)

and Nancy (Tuttle, '12) - to

the family. During the college's centennial campaign, several of the Heggs joined
forces and pooled resources to endow the Hegg Family Scholarship, which provides
an annual award to a deserving student in need of financial assistance.

So that

early career change turned out pretty well. Ten Whitworth degrees and one
endowed scholarship later, Ted and Edith Hegg have engineered a lasting legacy at
Whitworth College.

Ted and Edith Hegg
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Terry Rayburn Mitchell, '93
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his issue of Whitworth Today
includes as its main feature article an interview with Bill Robinson,
Whitworth's president since 1993. The
interview deals with the state of the
college, and with Bill's assessment of
where we've been, where we are and
where we want to go.
As Whitworth attempts to determine what it must do to flourish into
the 21st century, Bill keeps abreast of
trends in Spokane and Washington
state through his membership on numerous task forces, foundations and
other educational organizations. And
he is not merely a participant in these
activities beyond Whitworth. Trustee
Carol Wendle says of him, "Bill is the
leader in Spokane's higher education
community."
Bill's influence, as well as his informational network, also extends far beyond the Pacific Northwest. In fact,
Bill was recently asked to serve on The
President's Task Force on Teacher
Education, which includes approximately 20 college presidents
from
across the country whose expertise
will be called upon as the nation considers teaching reform and how to
train new teachers. In addition to giving Bill the chance to participate in
one more national educational forum,
this prestigious appointment will help
to ensure that Whitworth continues to
anticipate and address the changes
that characterize higher education on
the cusp of the new millennium.
Moving from the national arena to
the east side of Schumacher Health
Center at Whitworth, we at Whitworth
Today are looking at changes of our

2

own. Former editor (and director of
Publications and News Services) Tim
Wolf has moved on to Itron. in the
Spokane Valley, where he's the new
marketing communications manager.
A task force composed offaculty, staff
and students is currently assessing
Whitworth's needs in the area of communications. And that means that this
issue of the magazine has an interim
editor (that would be me), and an interim assistant editor, Su Chism, who
is a top graphic designer, "word person"
and mastermind behind the recent redesign of Whitworth Today. Rounding
out the magazine staff for the Winter
1998-99 issue, Noah Hurd, our student
photographer, has been at every onand off-campus event since late August, with his camera at the ready at
all times.
The rest of the Publications Office
is holding down the fort while we pull
this magazine together. Graphic Designer Arvita Matt is a skilled veteran
of the magazine wars who's taken on
a lot of extra projects. Bev Strate, our
invaluable office manager/production
coordinator, knows all the important
stuff that the rest of us don't; she keeps
the office chugging along.
We've also got some fine students,
including designer Eli Jaeger and office assistant Adam Strate, making
great contributions to publications at
Whitworth. We'll miss Tim's writing
and his unique vision for the magazine, but we're excited about what's
happening at Whitworth, and we look
forward to sharing with you the challenges and the joys of being a part of
this most worthy enterprise.
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Project CARE:
WHITWORTH

STUDENTS UNITE TO HELP CENTRAL AMERICANS

by Peter Metcalf and Kelly Siebe
for The Whitworthian

The Whitworth
Fieldhouse is a whirl
oj activity as student
volunteers sort
donations jor Project
CARE.

The Maak twins could no longer sit idly at home while e-mails poured in
from friends back in hurricane-ravaged Honduras.
"Instead of sitting here doing nothing, we brainstormed things we could
do and decided to start a
relief effort;' Sheila Maak
said.
With the Associated
Students of Whitworth
College, sisters Sheila and
Shelly Maak, '97, launched
the Central American Relief Effort, Project CARE.
The project aimed to
gather money and supplies, mainly food, water
and clothing, to ship to
Honduras and Nicaragua.
To achieve these goals,
project coordinators enlisted student volunteers and targeted the Spokane
community to provide needed goods. Drop-offpoints for donations were
located
at schools
and churches
throughout
the Spokane area. "For
Honduras, (Whitworth's effort) is extremely important," Sheila said. "There
are people down there who are starving
to death:'
PROJECT CARE
Shelly Maak approached the ASWC
Assembly about having Whitworth lead
Spokane-area relief efforts, and the assembly decided to take immediate action, said Wayne Berry, ASWC financial
vice president.
E-mails were sent out, community
centers were contacted and committees
were established.
Most dorms held
emergency meetings to inform students
and encourage them to volunteer.
"We've done all types of service before, but never anything this big, this
fast, and this student-driven,"
said
Whitworth President BiB Robinson.
"This is the kind of thing where the
need is so incredible that it's like a reflex response on the part of our community."
Shelly Maak concurred.
"The response I've seen from the Whitworth
-

continued

Sheila, left, and Shelly Maak

"WE BELIEVE GOD PUT US HERE FOR A REASON."
Spokane natives and Central Valley High alums
Shelly and Sheila Maakgraduated from Whitworth
in May 1997, and Sheila left Spokane in September to work with the Peace Corps in Honduras.
In January, Shelly followed. She works with
World Vision as a project
coordinator
in
Tegucigalpa.
The sisters returned to Spokane for a friend's
wedding just two days before Mitch hit Honduras.
"We both believe strongly that God put us here,
and not down there, for a reason;' Sheila said. "Perhaps one reason was to get (Project CARE)started:'

on Page 4
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continued from Page 3

community and the Spokane community - it's been amazing:' she said.
THE OUTCOME
Freshman Carolyn Browning, work-crew chair for Project CARE, said
that a total of $15,000 was raised through donations and special events,
including a weekend fast, a special Forum and a benefit concert.
Although a final inventory is not yet available, more than 1,600 boxes
were filled - 600 with c!0lhing, 400 with food, 250-300 with medical supplies, 200 with water and 200 with sheets and towels. One group donated
5,000 pounds of wheat flour to the project, said Berry.
Whitworth students helped sort donations, plan events, call businesses
and fill other roles. Berry said that Project CARE has benefited Whitworth
as well as Central America by involving students with outside community
groups and bringing members of the Spokane community onto campus.
"It's affected our school, it's affected our community, and it's affected how
people perceive Whitworth and its students," Berry said.
One extension of Project CARE is a mission trip to Honduras planned
for Jan Term 1999. "We have two options of who we'll work with and where
we'll go:' said organizer Ryland Carter. The group will work with World
Vision or Seattle Pacific University's mission team to rebuild villages in
Honduras. The trip will cost roughly $800-$1,000 per student.
"Money isn't an issue for us. We know that God will provide the money:'
Carter said. "Our hope is that as we leave in January, (the trip) will be the
beginning of something long-lasting:'
PROFESSOR'S FATHER SAFE IN NICARAGUA
Abel Flores went to his farm four hours away from his home in Matagalpa,
Nicaragua, to check on the cows.
A few days later, the full force of Hurricane Mitch struck Central America,
dumping five feet of rain, wiping out towns, destroying crops and the
country's infrastructure. Thousands died, thousands more are missing, and
more than one million are homeless.
Among the missing was Flores, 74, father of Conny Palacios, assistant
professor of Spanish at Whitworth. For six days his family didn't know
whether he was alive. Then Palacios received the news she had been desperately hoping for. "I got
HURRICANE MITCH: ASSESSING THE DAMAGE
a call from my family in Miami. He was rescued by the
At the end of October, Hurricane Mitch slammed into Central
Army," Palacios said. "He's
America. The powerful Category 5 hurricane, with winds of 180
mph, stalled just off the Honduran coast. Over the next few days,
in shock."
more than five feet of rain fell in Honduras and Nicaragua, and at
Palacios, herself a native
the height of the storm 25 inches fell in 24 hours. Spokane averof Matagalpa, didn't know
ages 18 inches of precipitation per year.
where her father had been
Swollen rivers overflowed their banks, flooding farmland, swalfound, but she is relieved
lowing
villages and wiping whole communities off the map. Satuthat he's alive. Her mother,
rated
hillsides
gave way, burying people alive. The crater-lake volin Matagalpa, and her siscano
Casitas,
in
northern Nicaragua, collapsed, engulfing several
ter, in Managua, both survillages.
An
estimated
1,500 people were lost in the collapse. Only
vived the flooding. "It's dif126
villagers
survived,
according
to the Associated Press.
ficult to describe the feelWith
11,000
dead,
12,000
missing
and more than one million
ing you have. You underhomeless, and with most of the infrastructure of Honduras and
stand the pain of these
Nicaragua wiped out, poorly prepared governments struggled to
people:' said Palacios. "And
deliver relief supplies to the people. Many areas are without food
those most affected are the
and clean drinking water, according to CNN.
poor."
4
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ON A ROLL: 2,076 CHOOSE WHITWORTH
Continuing its recent success in enrollment and retention, Whitworth
welcomed 2,076 students (including 372 freshmen) to campus this fall. Enrollment figures from Registrar Gary Whisenand show a slight increase in
Whitworth's overall enrollment, which has stood at near-capacity since the
1994-95 academic year.
According to Whisenand, current total enrollment indicates a 1.6 percent increase over last fall. "We have more students enrolled at Whitworth
College this fall than in any previous semester in the school's
LOOK WHO'S COMING TO WHITWORTH
history," he said.
• The academic profile of Whitworth's first-year students
Continuing strong retention
continues to be strong. SAT scores for incoming freshmen
figures for Whitworth's current
averaged 1130, while the average high school GPA for memstudent body resulted in this
bers of the Class of 2002 was 3.53.
overall enrollment increase de• Whitworth students represent 20 states (with Washington,
spite the reduced number of
California and Hawaii the top three "feeder" states).
spaces available for incoming
freshmen.
• Entering freshmen come from 255 different high schools.
Freshman-to-sophomore
reTop feeder schools are Mead in Spokane, Kamehameha in
tention, which has grown each
Honolulu and Bellevue Christian in Bellevue, Wash.
year since 1991, stands at 84
• Of 85 top high school seniors invited to campus to participercent, approximately 10 perpate in an academic scholarship competition last April,
cent above the national average.
70 percent enrolled at Whitworth.
"This fall marks the eighth year
in a row that the freshman-to• Among freshmen, the top denominational affiliation consophomore retention rate has
tinues to be Presbyterian (29 percent); students come from
increased," said Whisenand.
as far away as Japan, Israel, Ukraine, Korea and Taiwan; three
Transfer-student enrollment
out of four earned academic scholarships; 34 come from
also remained high, with 123
families in which at least one parent is a Whitworth gradustudents coming to Whitworth
ate; and 16 percent represent ethnic minorities.
from other institutions.

A CHANCE TO SAY "THANK

YOU"

Nearly 200 students and donors got up close and personal at the fifth annual
Scholarship Dinner. Students had the opportunity to thank their benefactors,
while scholarship supporters learned about the talented students whom their
gifts assist. Members of the Lindsey family were especially delighted to meet the
students who received some of the $63,000 awarded through the Guy and
Gertrude Lindsey Endowed Scholarship this year. The Lindsey Scholarship was
funded through the late couple's estate and will provide support in perpetuity
for Whitworth students. (L-R, back row: Sarah McLain, Laurie Snover, Sarah
Huggins, Heidi Betcher, James Vocature, Kristy Colgan and Daryn Steeneck.
Front row: Everett and Dorothy (Lindsey) Bellinger, and Evelyn (Lindsey) and
Layton Baldwin.

student notes
Freshman music
education major
Chris Noland served
as assistant director
of the marching band
at Spokane's Rogers
High School; the band
capped off its season
by takingfirst place
in its division at the
annual Veterans Day
Parade in Auburn,
Wash. Senior
chemistry major
Arnie KirnmerlyThorson presented a
poster ('it. Comparison in Receptor
Binding Properties of
Anandamide and
Delta-9-THC") at the
Murdock undergraduate research conference in Idaho. English
major Stacie
Wachholtz is serving
as editor for a
Spokane author who
recently received a
book advance from a
major publisher.
Junior Alicia Favreau
was student manager
of this year's
Whitworth Fund
Phonathon. which
exceeded its $175,000
goal. Senior Amber
Matthews served as
assistant manager,
and the crew included
freshmen Lezlie
Aano, Ada Burns,
Christy Cerizo,
Brandi Chew, Jesse
Cloninger, Matt
Collins, Matt Curlee,
Jaime Hammerstad,
Elysia Hanna,
Stephanie Herndon,
Brianne Jacobs, Brett
Lau, TiJfany Lee,
Jayme Logeman, Kris
Maeda, Theresa
O'Melveny, Sammie
Peil. Matt Perkins,
Liz Rich, Laura
Rivera and Paul
Spangler, and
sophomores Julia
Colgan, Wade Inn,
Jen Minkemann,
Amanda Nichols, Kei
Omo, Ben Parker and
Jeremy Podjuban.
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faculrv noles
Theatre Professor
Rick Hornor, '70, will

make a series of
presentations to the
Kern County School
Board in Bakersfield,
CaliJ., on the use of
drama, music and art
in character-value
education. Four
associate professors

from the School of
Education have been
busy within and
beyond their
discipline: Carol
Hollar and Gordon
Watanabe presented
a paper, "How We Did
It: Multicultural
Immersion Through
Creative Partnerships," at the National
Association for
Multicultural
Education. The paper
chronicled their
efforts to build
Whitworth's Jan Term
program in multicultural education,
which has been
commended by the
National Council for
the Accreditation of
Teacher Education.
Betty Williams coauthored a chapter of
a new book, Handbook of Psychosocial
Characteristics of
Exceptional Children,
from Plenum
Publishing, and won
second place at the
Pacific Northwest
Writers Conference
with her genre short
story, "Gentle
Mercies." And Diane
Marr presented two
papers, one on
counseling and
naturopathic
medicine, and the
other on a counselor's
journey through loss
and recovery, at the
Washington Counseling Association's 1998
fall conference. She
also designed a
program, "Relapse
- continuedon Page 7
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THE ONCE AND FUTURE HUB:
WHITWORTH DEDICATES ITS NEWLY COMPLETED
HIXSON UNION BUILDING
A new name, an honorary degree, stories from Whitworth's past, a huge
brownie and a sense of exhilaration marked the dedication of Phase II of
the Hixson Union Building, formerly the
Whitworth College Campus Center.
After a special Forum at which Christina
Hixson, sole trustee of thf Lied Foundation
Trust, was named an honorary doctor of humane letters, the dedication festivities took
place in the dining hall of the new building.
Carol Wendle, vice chair of the Whitworth
Board of Trustees, ASWC President Selby
Hansen and Whitworth President Bill Robinson spoke at the ceremony, introducing
Hixson and thanking her and the Lied Foundation Trust, and declaring Phase II of the
Hixson Union Building open for business.
"The Hixson Union Building becomes
classroom, laboratory and field as we strive
to fulfill the 'heart' side of the mind-andheart mission on which George Whitworth
founded this college some 109 years ago,"
said Robinson.
Following remarks by Robinson and Hansen, student diners and attending dignitaries attacked The World's Largest Marriott Brownie, barely making a dent in the huge confection.
The new HUB, built with donations from trustees, alumni, friends and
corporations as well as the Lied Foundation Trust, replaces the old one the Hardwick Union Building, named for the late Francis T. Hardwick, who
served Whitworth as dean during the 1930s. The upstairs office complex
retains Hardwick's name.
The Phase II portion of the new building includes the dining hall, Student Life and Career Services offices, a faculty lounge and additional space
for meetings and other campus functions. Phase I of the building was completed in 1995.

Lied Foundation
Trustee Christina
Hixson, for whom the
new HUB was named,
celebrates her
honorary doctorate
and the dedication of
the Hixson Union
Building as she and
Bill Robinson get first
crack at The Worlds
Largest Marriott
Brownie.

WHITWORTH HONORS
THE WEYERHAEUSERS
October marked the official opening of the
C. Davis and Annette Weyerhaeuser Center for
Christian Faith and Learning at Whitworth
College. Though the Weyerhaeusers' generosity
to the college is legendary, they have never
before allowed Whitworth to name a building
or program for them. So the campus
community rejoiced when, on C. Davis' 89th
birthday, the Weyerhaeusers relented and
allowed Whitworth to say "Thank you" by
naming the Center for Faith and Learning after
these two tireless Whitworth supporters.
Pictured at left, Whitworth President Bill
Robinson and C. Davis Weyerhaeuser, whom
Robinson calls 'one of the greatest trustee
champions of Whitworth's mission."

\ lutwor

Margaret Taylor
Doane, doyenne of
sacred dance,
receives her honorary
doctorate from a
beaming Bill
Robinson.

DOANE, HIXSON RECEIVE HONORARY DEGREES
Margaret Taylor Doane, a legendary pioneer of sacred dance, and
Christina Hixson, sole trustee of the Lied Foundation Trust, were awarded
honorary doctorates in separate ceremonies at Whitworth this fall.
Doane received her degree at Fall Convocation, where Whitworth President Bill Robinson called her "a student of the
arts, a pioneer, and a pre-eminent educator and
practitioner in the field of sacred and liturgical
dance." Doane, who has danced and taught for
more than 70 years, is still involved, at age 90, in
spreading the gospel of sacred dance. Along
with her many other activities, she serves now
as a mentor to students inJudy Mandeville's sacred dance classes at Whitworth. Robinson said,
"She is the very embodiment of her belief that
'From childhood to old age - all can dance!'''
Hixson was honored at a special Forum before the dedication of the Hixson Union Building. Due to her efforts, the Lied Foundation Trust was recently named
Outstanding Private Foundation by the National Society of Fund-Raising
Executives, and her generosity has also earned Hixson the title of Out standing Philanthropist in both Kansas and Nebraska. Robinson said of her, ''I'm
not sure I have ever met a person who combines such tough-mindedness
and such tender-heartedness. There is absolutely no ambiguity about where
she stands. And where she stands is where we should all be. She is strong,
courageous, loving and smart. I have become a big fan of hers in ways that
go far beyond her beneficence to Whitworth:'

YES, VIRGINIA,
FAIRY
GODMOTHERS
WEAR PAJAMAS
junior Kristy Baker
strikes a fetching
pose as the [ammiesclad fairy godmother
in Whitworth
Theatre's production
of Cinderella. As
evidence of the, shall
we say; nontraditional approach
of Director Rick
Hornor, '70, the
entire cast appeared
in pajama-inspired
costumes, and the
play's pivotal glass
footwear was
replaced by a bunny
slipper.

lacultv

continued

Prevention: Safeguarding Your
Addiction-Free
Lifestyle"for Spokane's
Union Gospel Mission.
Business and
Economics Professor
Rich Schatz is on a
year-long sabbatical
in China, teaching
graduate economics
at the HopkinsNanjing Center for
Chinese and American Studies, a joint
venture of johns
Hopkins and Nanjing
Universities. Psychology Professor Jim
Waller has signed a
contract for his
second book,
Prejudice 101: A
Journey Across Our
Country and
Conscience, with the
University Press of
Mississippi. Assistant
Professor of Psychology Adrian Teo coauthored an article,
'.fl. Longitudinal Study
of Achievement
Trajectories: Factors
Associated with
Change," accepted for
publication by the
Journal of Educational Psychology.
Associate Professor of
Kinesiology Scott
McQuilkin, '84,
published an article,
"Summer Baseball
and the NCAA: The
Second Vexation," in
the Journal of Sport
History. McQuilkin
and Associate
Professor of History
Dale Soden were
hired as consultants
for The Basket, a
North by Northwest
Productions film shot
in and around
Spokane. The movie,
which stars Peter
Coyote and Karen
Allen, also features
McQuilkin in a small
speaking role as a
1918 pro basketball
player. No news yet
about a release date.
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THREE'S COMPANY FOR WHITWORTH'S MUSIC GROUPS
In a rare coup, the Whitworth College Choir, wind ensemble and jazz
ensemble have all been invited to perform at the 1999 Music Educators AllNorthwest Division Conference in Portland, Ore., Feb. 12-14, 1999.
Each of the three Whitworth ensembles was chosen as one of the
Northwest's two best groups in its category. Selection is made by anonymous taped auditions from all of the colleges and universities in the five
Northwest states, and Whitworth's groups came in at the top of their category in every case.
I
This will be the first trip to MENC for the Whitworth Wind Ensemble,
under second-year director Richard Strauch. The Whitworth Choir, conducted by Bryan Priddy, and the jazz ensemble, directed by Dan Kebede,
have made several
appearances at the
conference
in recent years.
SMOKIN' JOE
The taped selecLegendary
tions
used
for
saxman Joe
Lovano kicks it
MENC's anonymous
up a notch with
auditions
are inthe Whitworth
cluded on the comJazz Ensemble at
pact discs recorded
the group's fall
last spring by each
concert in Cowles
of the Whitworth
Auditorium.
groups selected to
Lovano, twice
perform at MENC.
named
The choir's Montage
Downbeat
magazine's Jazz
Musicale, the wind
Artist of the Year,
ensemble's In the
impressed
Spring, and the jazz
ensemble and
ensemble's Boppin'
audience alike
Back are all on sale
with his
in the Whitworth
blistering riffs
Music
Department
and beautifully
office (call 509-777wrought ballads.
3280).

JOB-HUNTING? WE CAN HELP!
Whitworth will join with EWU, Gonzaga, WSU and Whitman to
present the Partnership in Employment Career Expo on Thursday,
March 4, 1999, from 3 to 7 p.m. at Cavanaugh's Inn at the Park in
Spokane.
More than 80 employers from Spokane and Seattle will be recruiting at the expo for full-time employees, as well as for interns and summer workers.
More than 600 students and alums are expected to attend.
Information about employers who will be participating in the expo
is available by clicking on the Career Expo button on Whitworth's
Internet home page, at http://www.whitworth.edu/.
Whitworth and its expo partners are also exploring the possibility
of a virtual career fair on the Internet the week of April 12, 1999. For
information about the Partnership in Employment Career Expo or
the virtual career fair, call 509-777-3271 or e-mail careerservices@
whitworth.edu.
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WHITWORTH WELCOMES NEW TRUSTEES
Whitworth College named two gifted and dedicated new trustees to its
board this fall, said Chairman of the Board Chuck Boppell. They are Vira
"Steve" Aroonvatanaporn, '68, and the Rev. Rick Murray.
Former trustee William Fix (1975-1997) has also returned to the board,
and Whitworth President Bill Robinson is now a trustee as well.
Aroonvatanaporn, a native of Thailand, graduated from Whitworth in
1968. He is currently a managing director at Jack Chi a
Industries in Bangkok, Thailand. "Steve has extraordinary
experience and success in international business," said
Robinson. "He has already been helpful to our international business faculty." Aroo nvatanapor n's wife,
Nanthana, attended Whitworth: the couple's daughter,
Tina, graduated from Whitworth this year.
Murray serves as senior pastor of First Presbyterian
Aroonvatanaporn
Church in Yakima, Wash., a church and community that
have rich Whitworth ties, said Robinson, who added, "Rick loves the mission of Whitworth, and every summer hires three or four of our students as
summer interns in his church. He will make rich contributions to our board:' Murray was ordained in 1981, and
has served in several California churches. He received his
bachelor's degree in social science and history from California Polytechnic State University in 1976, and his
M. Div. from Fuller Seminary.
Fix is an investment advisor for the Spokane firm that
bears his name, William C. Fix Investments. He is also a
Murray
volunteer in a wide variety of causes and organizations
in the Spokane area. He received the prestigious
George Frederick
Whitworth Medal in 1983, and now serves on the board of the Whitworth
Foundation. "It's great to have Bill back on the board. His financial savvy,
hard work, historical perspective on Whitworth and the Whitworth Foundation, and love for the college make him a great asset," said Robinson.

CONTROLLED CHAOS
Amid new and old equipment, much debris, and even an old shopping cart,
workers attack one of the labs in the Eric Johnston Science Center, which is
undergoing extensive renovations. The remodel,funded
in part by grants from
the National Science Foundation, the Murdock Charitable Trust and Telect, Inc.,
will be completed by early spring.

WHITWORTH
ELEMENTARY
GOES TO
COLLEGE
Whitworth just bought
itself a little breathing
room. The college
paid $1.2 million to
buy back the old
elementary school
property on the corner
of Division and
Hawthorne streets,
and plans to use the
school building as
overflow classroom
space during
upcoming remodeling
projects, said Tom
Johnson, vice
president for Business
Affairs.
The 5.5-acre parcel
was part of the
original gift of
property that brought
the college from
Tacoma to Spokane in
1914, Johnson said.
Whitworth deeded the
parcel to the Mead
School District, which
built the 30,826squarejoot
Whitworth Elementary there in 1946-51.
The school district
has used the facility
for storage and
administrative offices
since 1986.
"With some minor
renovation - painting
and carpeting - we'll
have eight or nine
large classrooms,"
said Johnson. Those
extra classrooms will
allow remodeling of
Dixon Hall, slated for
fail 1999, and the
eventual erection of a
new classroom
building on the
Leavitt Hall site.
Though the college
has not finalized
plans for its future
use, the Whitworth
Elementary building
gives Whitworth
additional visibility at
a high-traffic
intersection, Johnson
said.

lorin!!
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A CHRISTIAN'S
JOURNEY
Journey Against
One Current,
written by Julia
Duan, '94, with
Judy Palpant, is
now available in
the Whitworth
Bookstore, at
Aunties in
Spokane, and at
Amazon.com on
the Internet. The
book chronicles
Duans experiences
as a Christian
under the oppressive regime in
China in the mid20th century.
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ACCREDITATION NEWS
VISITING TEAM COMMENDS WHITWORTH
A team from the Northwest Commission on Colleges interviewed faculty, staff and students Sept. 28-30 to determine whether Whitworth is meeting its mission. The team made several commendations after the visit, and
the final report will be released in December.
Citing the accreditation group's statements about Whitworth's "campus-wide awareness, acceptance and application of the stated mission to
provide students with anreducation of the mind and heart," and its "remarkable success, bound to its commitment to a Christian education with
a spirit of free intellectual inquiry," Whitworth's President Bill Robinson
said, "The team gave us strong marks in the areas we care about most."
"We were all the more pleased with these commendations because they
followed a thorough, intensive site visit;' said Gordon Jackson, associate
dean for Academic Affairs and chair of the Accreditation Steering Committee. "In keeping with their assignment, the visiting team members interviewed faculty in all departments, and a wide range of staff and students, senior administrators and trustees."
Whitworth undergoes the accreditation process every 10 years, and is
currently accredited by the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges.
While accreditation focuses primarily on academic quality, the process includes a thorough assessment of how well the college carries out its mission, including examination of its financial operations, physical plant and
student services.

GIVING BACK
TO THE
COMMUNITY
Associated
Students oj
Whitworth College
President Selby
Hansen speaks at
the HUB

dedication against
a backdrop of
canned goods
collected by his
Jellow Whitworth
students. The
successful Jood
drive, initiated by
the ASWCin
gratitude for the
gift ofwhuwortns
new dining
facility, netted
more than 1,000
cans, totaling
more than 870
pounds. The Jood
was donated to
the Mead Food
Bank.
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AT PEACE, AT WHITWORTH
BLAKE FINDS A HOME FAR FROM THE UNREST IN ALBANIA
by Hilary Kraus
The Spokane Spokesman-Review

for the record
FOOTBALL
Record: 2-3 NWC/5-5
overall
cent. standing: 4th
Awards: NWC First
Team: QB Josh
Parbon,
WR Jimmy Ramirez,
K Matt Stueckle,
DE Sky Blake,
LB Mitch Ellerd,
DB Ryan Wilson;
NWC Second Team:
RS Ben Vaday,
R Matt Stueckle,
TE Ivan Gustafson,
DE Pono Lopez,
LS Andy Clark,
FS John Bates;
Honorable Mention:
RB Damian Putney,
C Matt Mlethe,
DT Chris Wilson,
S DanUo Viloria
WOMEN'S SOCCER
Record: 5-10-1 NWCj
6-12-1 overall
Conf. standing: 6th
Awards: NWC First
Team: 0 Amber
Young, MF Heidi
Bohnett
MEN'S SOCCER
Record: 7-9 NWC/9-9
overall
Conf. standing: 7th
Awards: NWC
Honorable Mention:
D Mark Lupton,
o Aran Grubb,
MF Jace Jones,
F J.J. Klaus
WOMEN'S
VOLLEYBALL
Record: 2-14 NWC/320 overall
Conf. standing: 8th
MEN'S CROSSCOUNTRY
NWC Championships:
7th
WOMEN'S CROSSCOUNTRY
NWC Championships:
6th
NCAA 0-111Regionals:
11th

Football came along after life offered a much broader playing field for
Sky Blake.
Blake, a sophomore defensive lineman at Whitworth, didn't take up the
sport until his senior year in high schooL His early teenage years were spent
in the impoverished nation of Albania, where his missionary parents were
called on to build leadership at a non-denominational Christian church.
Home was Gjirokaster, a southern
town of 30,000. His father served as a
church pastor.
"Our job was church planning," said
Blake, one of four children, who was as
much a part of the mission as his parents,
Gary and Sandy. "We built up leadership
so that when we left, they could take over
the church:'
Blake returned to the United States after two years, His parents stayed, only to
watch as the country turned to civil turmoil. A year ago, their residence, in a retirement home considered a "state building" by the rebels, according to Blake, was
looted and destroyed.
His parents have been living in Bothell,
Wash., since, but plan on returning to Albania soon. Blake considers Whitworth
College as well as Bothell his home, for
now.
'Til go back if God calls on me to go
back;' he said.
Blake spent his junior and senior years
at Lynwood High School. Whitworth noticed him when receivers coach Jason
Tobeck saw him on the basketball court
his senior year. Blake planned on playing
football his junior year, but a lower-back
injury held him back.
Tobeck liked the kid's size - 6-foot-3 and now up to 216 pounds - and
his hustle. "He did all the things that you look for;' Tobeck recalls.
And he continues to do them well, finishing out the Bucs' season with a
team-leading 112 tackles (52 unassisted), 14 sacks for 83 yards and one
pass deflection. His sack total and his 20 total tackles for minus 93 yards
are the best in the Northwest Conference.
"He goes full bore every play;' Whitworth Coach John Tully said. "If the
ball's on the other side of the field, he's going to be running there:'
Had he had a longer high school career, Blake's ability and work ethic
might have landed him at a bigger school. But he doesn't look at it that
way.
The reason I'm at Whitworth is that this is where God wants me," he
said. "This is where God has me."

Doin' the wishbone:
In a familiar scene
for Buc football fans,
Sky Blake makes an
opponent wish he'd
stayed home that
day.

c

WOMEN'S
CROSS·COUNTRY
RUNS TO
REGIONALS
After a successful
season in which they
finished 6th at the
NWC championship
meet, the Whitworth
women qualified for
a berth at the
regional meet in
Southern California.
With 209 points, the
Pirates finished 11th
of 18 schools at the
meet, beating out
conference schools
Willamette (155),
Linfield (149), PLU
(131) and Whitman
(98).
Sophomore Katie
Schlotfeldt finished
18th at the regional
meet after having
taken 8th place at
the Nl1fC championships. Schlotfeldt's
excellent showing
earned praise from
Head Coach Toby
Schwarz, who also
noted the accomplishments of
sophomore Annie
Scott, this season's
No.1 runner, and
junior Gwen
Johnson, who "had
the greatest improvement not only
on our team, but in
the conference," said
Schwarz. "It would
not be out of reach
for us to move up to
the top of the
conference next
year," he said.
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THE BUCS ARE BACK! FOOTBALL PIRATES TURN IT AROUND
After a string of losing seasons and a dearth ofWhitvvorth names on the
conference post-season honors lists, the football Bucs came storming back
this year, finishing 5-5 and posting 11 players' names on the NWC's allconference squads (see "For the Record;' previous page).
"We have worked and worked and continued to fight, scratch, claw, battle
and persevere through all the tough seasons we've had;' said Defensive
Coach Chris Casey. "I'm so glad that our players had the chance to see the
results of that in our record this year." In their Pine Bowl appearances, the
Bucs went 4-2, beating nationally ranked Montana Tech, blowing out UPS
at Homecoming (42-6), and ringing up Lewis and Clark for one of the biggest Whitworth victories ever (50-7). A hard-fought win over Menlo College of California rounded out the home schedule.
Even in losing contests against conference powerhouses PLU, Linfield
and Willamette, the Bucs hung tough and proved that they deserved to be
on the field with the Lutes and with both varieties of cats (Bear- and Wild-).
According to Head Coach John Tully, each of his guys was instrumental
in the Bucs' success. "They really felt like they were a team," he said, "and
I think they go away knowing that they really did make a difference in this
football program:' Summing up the efforts of his players, Tully said, "They
were awesome."
As he enjoys his team's 1998 success and looks to the future, Tully gives
Pirate players and fans hope for even better things to come. "This certainly was a special year," he said, "and I think we're going to have a lot
more of them."

NEVER SAY DIE:
VOLLEYBALL TEAM REFUSES TO QUIT
At the tail end of an already-difficult season, the Whitworth volleyball
team lost its head coach, who resigned for undisclosed reasons. With only
four matches left to
play, the women could
have taken their volleyball and headed home.
Instead,
they
responded to the challenge by ending the
year on a winning note,
playing some of their
best volleyball in the
season's final days.
The last match,
which President Bill
Robinson called "one
of the most exciting
athletic contests I've
witnessed
at Whitworth," was a classic,
with the Bucs fighting
back from 9-0 in the
third game to win it 15-13. They also fell beyond 0-3 in game four, but roared
back with a 14-1 run to take the match and delight the Parents' Weekend
crowd in attendance. Senior leaders Mary Hubele and Katie Jo Borgmann
closed things out on a high note. Freshman standouts Abby Jo Hornstein
and Sarah Temple provide promise for the future.

Take that! Freshman
Sarah Temple gets
some serious air and
prepares to blast the
ball past opposing
blockers.

•

BEITER ALL THE TIME:
MEN'S SOCCER IMPROVES RECORD, PROSPECTS
Saying that "we had expected to do better, but we believe that this 'character-building'
season will
bode well for us next year,"
Men's Head Soccer Coach Sean
Bushey summed up a men's
soccer season that saw considerable improvement over last
year,
The men wrapped up the
season with a couple of nice
wins, besting Willamette and
Linfield to cap off a year in
which they improved from 5-94 to 9-9 overall. Season stats
leaders included freshman J.].
Klaus (who became the first Pirate to score 11 goals in a season since Stuart Rose in 1994)
and juniors jace lones and Ben
Wickert.
lace Jones sets up a teammate.
WOMEN'S SOCCER SURVIVES SCORELESS DROUGHT
Replacing eight starters from the 1997 season proved to be quite a challenge for Head Coach Sean Bushey and the women's soccer team. The team
played a number of close games,
leading Bushey to say that "If the
ball had just taken a couple of
different bounces, our record
would have been quite different."
The women endured a fivegame scoreless streak at season's
end before managing one goal
against Linfield in their last
game.
Despite the drought and a 612-1 record, Bushey is hopeful
I
that len Dunford and All-NWC
),. I
midfielder Heidi Bohnett, both
juniors, will provide the leadership to turn the '99 season
Freshman/esse Butte (4) hones in on an
errant pass.
around.

--

PIRATE NIGHT SCORES AGAIN
In its first HUB appearance, with Head Men's Basketball Coach Warren
Friedrichs as principal speaker, Pirate Night V pulled down $25,000 for
Whitworth Athletics.
The 350 Pirate boosters in attendance enjoyed a Marriott-catered dinner, then anted up for auction items ranging from swing-dancing lessons to
fishing vacations to the chance to spend an evening as assistant coach of
the women's basketball team.
The annual dinner and auction went upscale this year, moving from the
Fieldhouse to classier digs. "It was an opportunity for us to tell a large group
about Whitworth Athletics and to promote Whitworth College," said
Athletics Director Scott McQuilkin, '84.

MEN'S
CROSS-COUNTRY
MAKES
DRAMATIC
IMPROVEMENTS
In a season Head
Coach Toby Schwarz
called 'a building
year," the men's
cross-country squad
stepped up and
placed 7th among 10
teams at the NWC
Conference Championships. "The men's
improvement can be
seen in the fact that
all four of the

returning runners
cut at least a minute
off every course they
ran last year," said
Schwarz, 'and some
improved more than
two minutes."
Sophomores Justin
Davis and Erik
Brucker were among
those making the
greatest strides, and
freshman Adam
Thornton "came on
and proved his
potential by running
strong at No.3 most
of the year," Schwarz
said.
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by Dolly Jackson, '92
Director of Development, The Whitworth Fund
e've heard it all our lives: "You get what you pay for." And when you're discussing a
college education, that's just what most students (and parents) are hoping. Anyone planning to attend any college knows that education doesn't come cheap - and a private,
Christian, liberal arts education can be pretty pricey. But it can also be priceless, if it provides graduates
not only with the skills they need to find a good job and negotiate the complexities of everyday life, but

W

with a tested faith, a desire to serve, and a wealth of ideas

upon which to draw for a lifetime.
Certainly, that's the type of education that
Whitworth works to provide; and the college must be
. ~ ,-.... , :.U!...
doing a pretty good job, since most alums and current
C"'~\'
A
students seem to think that they've received their
money's worth. In a recent survey, 96 percent of alums
responding declared that they believe Whitworth prepared them well for their careers. And this fall, enrollment is at an all-time high, and freshman-to-sophomore retention has improved for the eighth straight
year, to 84 percent. Despite the relatively high cost of
a Whitworth education, students continue to flock to the college, and to stay here once they arrive.
One reason for Whitworth's stable, capacity enrollment is that its programs - including those in certification for ministry, sports medicine, music, organizational management and social work - appeal to
students who want to combine a Christian, liberal arts education with career preparation. And some
students are also interested in opportunities to assume leadership roles at Whitworth - opportunities
they might not have at a huge university.
Senior Wayne Berry considered attending a big state school, but realized the limitations he would
face on a mega-campus. At Whitworth, he found his niche as both student and student leader. As he
finishes out his term as financial vice president of the Associated Students of Whitworth College, Berry
realizes, "1 wouldn't have been a student leader anywhere else. Here I've had the chance to learn my
strengths and to practice being a responsible leader."
Whitworth President Bill Robinson also has an idea of what is driving Whitworth's success. "We have
300 employees who think they're involved in the admissions process," he says. Parents of a new freshman
told Robinson that as they wandered around the Loop looking lost, a member of the grounds crew approached the navigarfonally challenged visitors to ask if they needed some help, and then got them going
in the right direction. Robinson saysthat this kind of campus-wide care for every student and each student's
family is infectious.
SOla Whitworth education is attractive to any number of students, and the Whitworth faculty, staff
and administration go out of their way to make the Whitworth experience a positive one for those students. But the rising costs of providing a high-quality education have priced even some of the best small
colleges and universities out of the market. How can Whitworth avoid a similar fate?
Addressing that challenge, Vice President for Business Affairs Tom Johnson reports that Whitworth
is engaged in deliberate strategic planning to assess funding priorities and allocate scarce resources to
the college's most important needs. Among other budget-cutting efforts, highly competitive bidding for
service contracts and major construction projects assures maximum value for what the college spends or
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I think that probably the biggest challenge (we face at Whitworth) is aflordability,
which is exacerbated

by the growing gap between the cost of public and private

higher education. The subsidies for public colleges and universities rise every year.
So as that gap grows, public higher education looks more and more attractive to our
prospective students.

We are working very hard on building our endowment so that

we can hold down costs. We are also looking for ways to structure the college to
allow it to operate more efficiently, while at the same time we work to continue to
improve our quality - quite a challenge.

\y~
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Bill Robinson
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invests. Johnson credits managers for living successfully and creatively within "lean and mean" budgets,
and he also recognizes the importance of student workers. "We rely on students to assist the faculty and
staff through part-time employment," he says. "This allows us to provide services we could not otherwise
offer, and we avoid running up our regular payroll expense," thus putting money in the pockets of student workers and avoiding greater expenses for already-strapped undergrads.
For many students, loans pave the way to a college education. And even though Whitworth requires
its student borrowers to undergo loan counseling both at the beginning and the end of their college
careers, the dollar amount ofloans accrued can be surprising - and daunting - for potential and graduating students. Most Whitworth students seek work-study jobs, grants and scholarships to keep loan amounts
in check, thus easing the pain of post-graduation repayment.
Psychology major Kristy Baker chose Whitworth because any schoolshe attended outside of her home
state of Montana was going to cost a lot, and she was drawn to a school where she could flex her operatic
vocal muscles as well as prepare for a career in psychology. To make ends meet, Baker combines loans,
academic and music scholarships and "the magical Whitworth grant- it just appears on my financial aid,
and I don't know what I'd do without it" with summer employment as a nursing home social worker.
Megan Dudley, a junior from Nine Mile Falls, Wash., credits her family for its part in making
Whitworth affordable for her. "My academic scholarships are a big help," she says, "but there's no way I'd
be here without my parents' support." Dudley works in the Physical plant office during the school year,
and is employed at Camp Spalding each summer. Why are Dudley and her family willing to work a little
harder for a Whitworth education? She doesn't hesitate before answering, "I wouldn't want a lesser education just because it was less expensive."
The financial aid mentioned by both Baker and Dudley helps more than 90 percent of Whitworth's
students over the rough spots, and comes in many forms. Outside scholarships from community groups
provide some assistance. Institutional tuition discounts affect most financial aid packages. Annual scholarships, provided in growing numbers by interested donors, help more students each year. But the single
most substantial area for growth in helping students afford the kind of personalized, high-quality education that Whitworth offers is summed up in one word: endowment.
Currently, Whitworth has roughly $19,000 of endowment per student. This means that the annual
yield per student (assuming a 5 percent payout) is $950 - a substantial amount when you're buying a
stereo, but somewhat less impressive when you're paying for a college education. Because most
Whitworth students need significantly more than $950 per year in assistance, much of The Whitworth
Fund and auxiliary revenue is currently poured into financial aid. That's why endowment funds are so
important.
Why does the size of the endowment make such a difference? If you're a tuition-driven institution, a
precipitous drop in enrollment can knock you off the affordabiliry tightrope, without a net below. New
endowment gifts are invaluable in strengthening a college's financial position. Here's how it works: The
college holds endowment principal in perpetuity and invests the endowment in a sound, balanced portfolio. The board of trustees dictates an annual spending rate (currently 5 percent at Whitworth) that is
utilized for college operations. As the corpus of the endowment grows, that spending rate translates to a
larger and larger pile of dollars to be given to students who need it.
Donors are increasingly attracted to establishing endowments at Whitworth College. Trustee Marty
Polhemus and his wife, Jean, recently committed to two new endowed scholarships to aid generations of
students. "I see such endowed scholarships as providing an opportunity for hundreds, if not thousands,
-

continued on Page 23

Bill loves Christ, loves his family, and loves Whitworth College - and generally manages to keep those things in the right order .... He also loves students .... He had re
Whitworth Today recently sat down with Presi.dent Bill Robinson to ask him about how Whitworth has changed
during his fiue-year tenure as president, and to get his thoughts about what's in store for the college as we wrap up the
20ln century. Here are Robinson's insights.
We often hear that private higher education is at a crossroads.

Is that true for Whitworth!

I don't know about the crossroads, but I think in some ways, it is a defining moment for Whitworth.
The reason I say that is that it feels to me as if the college has established itself in a very solid way, that we
have put ourselves in a strong position. And now the fundamental decision facing us is whether we
continue on this path of being a private, residential, Christian, liberal arts college with the programs that
we currently offer and the general climate that we foster, or whether Whitworth should consider being a
different kind of college: one that would have the same mission, one that would still embrace the same
values, one that would still be utterly student-centered and Christ-centered, bur one that would make
significant changes in programs, structure and whom we would serve. That's huge, and so I think that as
we plan for the next five to 10 years, we are really looking at very basic issues - and that's why you might
be able to claim these next few years as a defining moment for Whitworth.
what about people who would say, "Ifit ain't broke, don't fix it"! Do you
think that these changes would tnake Whitworth better, or would they be
made to keep us competitive with other institutions - based on income
and enroll:ment projections!

i

I think you can build a strong case that we should
stay the course that has been a successful one for us.
There are contrasting axioms that apply. One is, "If it
ain't broke, don't fix it," or, to use the In Search of
Excellence version, "Stick to knitting." On the other
hand, you can listen to at all of the organizational
theorists, the business theorists, the higher ed
crystal-ball folks who are saying, "Change or die." In
a changing environment, we are challenged to think
whether we can get away with the status quo. We
have a whole new set of variables that were not
present when we built this structure, so it is probably
presumptuous to assume that this structure will
continue to be effective in a totally new environment.

good So

Fall semester of my freshman year President Robinson directed his convocation address specifically to us students, saying that Whitworth must be a
student-centered

institution.

I knew he was serious about this later that

Bill has a tremendous love for his family, and he takes great pride in their accomplishments. - Carol Wendle,Trustee
month when our paths crossed just outside the HUB. He stopped, called
me by name, and asked me how my first few weeks of college were going.
It felt pretty good to think that the president knew who I was, and cared
enough to ask how I was doing.

-

Kyle Forsyth, Class of '99

goodabout you,you will hear about it from him.... Andyou can rest a

red that if he

What would those variables be?
We are in a different technological environment. We will be competing with programs that were not
present r o-r g years ago. We'll be competing with programs that students can access without leaving their
homes. The demographic environment is a different one. We're all excited about the increasing numbers
of graduating high school seniors in the state of Washington that we're seeing and will continue to see for
the next five to 10 years, but the group that's been propping up the numbers is a different population
than we've been serving. It is a group that is less affluent, that is multicultural, and that comes from lesseducated backgrounds; so we are going to have to deal with how we can address a new set of needs if we
feel our mission compels us to serve those students, and I think most of us do believe that. A related
factor is the affordability issue. A college education is more expensive to provide and to access than it
was IS to 20 years ago. It is simply a more expensive product. I believe it is a better product, but when
you look just at the technology that we have to support and teach that didn't even exist 10 years ago, that
has added enormous expense. Some of those costs are passed along to the students because neither our
gift income nor government financial aid for students has come close to keeping up with our rising costs.
While Whitworth is very affordable in relative terms, it is less affordable than it used to be in absolute
terms for the students who would like to enroll and for their families who help foot the bill.
Youwere talking about people earning their degrees without stepping foot in a classroom, and there's a
big push at institutions
around the country to get competitive distance-learning programs in place.
Is that our biggest challenge right now?
I don't think it is. I think in some ways the emphasis on technology underscores the distinctiveness
of community-based learning. Education that relies primarily on technology does not have the kind of
holistic benefits that a Whitworth education provides. It tends to be more information- and skillsoriented than relationship- and values-oriented. Whitworth does a great job of providing an education
that includes all four of those components. And although private education is expensive, some recent
studies have identified the independent colleges and universities as the types of institutions that prod uce
graduates achieving the highest salary levels. I hope that word gets out.
Does the higher earning potential
component!

spring froln the cOlnlnunity-based learning? Froln the liberal arts

It probably differs with every student. I'm sure the liberal arts emphasis helps develop more nimble,
adaptive ways of thinking than would a "job-training" approach. But the community experience is also
very important. One interesting finding in a recent study is that post-college economic success is
enhanced significantly by involvement in community activities during the college years. At a private,
liberal arts college like Whitworth, the opportunities and support for involvement in all kinds of
activities are much greater than on a campus with 30,000 people, where a student can easily get lost in the
"bigness" of the institution.
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I've worked with Bill in the higher education and business communities

hears something

in the greater Spokane area. Bill is the leader in

negative about you, he will make sure you have a chance to answer it.... He refuses to follow a script -

a sign of independent thinking, but nerve-wrackir g

In a I993 interview with W1titworth Toda,., you said, "Iam very confident that the 1ISt century will find
Whitworth a tnore visible institution with better resources and a clearer identity." Twelve-and-a-half
months short of the new millennium, do you feel that we are moving toward thatr
Yes. We are stronger

financially.

We are stronger

in terms of the number

and preparation

of the

students enrolling here. We have strengthened an already excellent faculty, we have a better physical
plant) and we are clearer about our mission. Whether we are a more visible institution is hard for me to
say. It feels like we are. Two weeks ago, on the same day, two different Spokane attorneys said to me, "You
know, Whitworrh is really on the move. We hear more about Whitworth, and our clients are talking
more about including Whitworth
in their financial planning." So I think we're more visible locally, and
we have worked pretty hard at that. I think that regionally,

there is that same kind of reaction.

I recently

had dinner with seven alumni who've graduated within the last three years, and they were saying that
they can't believe how many people they talk to in Portland who say, "Oh yeah, Whitworth;
it's a great
school." I suspect that we're gaining ground nationally and internationally
as well, but that's harder to
measure. Generally, the overused ripple metaphor holds pretty true. The biggest waves are closest to
where the rock hits and then they sort of flatten as you move out, but it's still rippling

pretty far out there.

What do we do best at Whitworth College? Is it our ability to walk "the narrow
ridge" - the path between Christian faith and intellectual inquiry?
I feel great about how we're dealing with that productive tension, and I'm probably feeling
especially good right now because of the feedback from the accreditation report. The accreditation team reported
importance
Christian

that in every corner of the campus, they found people lifting up the

of both heart and mind. They found people discussing the vitality of being very
in our emphasis and our perspective but very open and unrestrictive
in our

intellectual inquiry. I feel that we do an excellent job of that.
While I don't know if it's what we do best, the scarcity of institutions
embrace

the integration

of these two values -

a strong Christian

that honestly

commitment

and

strong commitment
to the free exchange of ideas - gives us an important distinctive. It's one of the things I love most about Whitworth - that we're navigating a
paradox that very few institutions

have taken on. Last night a recent graduate

who knows our daughter (a junior at Whitworth)
asked where our r ath-grade
son was headed for college. When I told him the balance our son was looking
for intellectually, socially and spiritually,
wants Whitworth
somewhere else."

his response

was, "Sounds like he

•
More than just wanting to know what is going on at Whitworth, he IS at
Whitworth.
in

our higher education community.

He goes to games, he attends plays, he talks to students. I've

He has played a huge role in shaping education in Spokane. - Carol Wendle, Trustee
even heard a rumor that he occasionally participates in Frisbee golf in the
Loop. And he has boundless energy, which translates into a contagious
enthusiasm on campus. -

Sarah Snelling, Class of '94

lr g for anyone who has to perform with him in a skit .... He seeks and is open to advice from all sorts of people, but he never blames anyone else if he makes a mistake ....

What do you see as our greatest challenge as we head into the

2 :1stcentury1

I think that probably the biggest challenge is affordabiltry, which is exacerbated by the growing gap
between the cost of public and private higher education. The subsidies for public colleges and universities rise every year. It costs Whitworth and the University of Washington about the same amount to
educate a student, but UW charges $12,000 less per year for that education - $12,000 that's made up by
the taxpayer. So as that gap grows, public higher education looks more and more attractive to our
prospective students.
And how can we address that?
Well, we are working very hard on building our endowment so that we can hold down costs. We are
also looking for ways to strucrure the college to allow it to operate more efficiently, while at the same
time we work to continue to improve our quality - quite a challenge. But most importantly, we are
trying to educate the public on the value of a Whitworth education. I heard a student say to a visitor
whom I brought to campus, "I'm about $12,000 deeper in debt than I would be had I gone to a state
school, and it's worth every penny of it."
And the campus! What's coming up next!
Our most immediate plans are to improve the classroom stations on campus. We'll spend a couple of
million dollars on a renovation of Dixon this next year, and then our goal is to raise money for a new
academic building. Also, the athletics facilities are rapidly becoming inadequate, so we have work to do
there. We've got z c-year-old temporary residence halls that we need to address, and then we've got some
other buildings on the north end of campus that we need to tear down and replace.
You once said that being a college president was a tough job, but that you were happy to be doing it in this
particular place. Do you still feel that way? Has it gotten tougher?
It's always been kind of hard, but it's a very gratifying type of work. I love Whitworth College. I love
the campus environment, what we stand for in our mission, and the people of Whitworth. I like the
variety of my job, and the range of people that I encounter. I like problem-solving, and there are many
opportunities to do that. I like representing Whitworth; that's something that I always enjoy. As I said,
the range of activities in the course of a week is very wide, and I think that for someone who's kind of a
darter, that's probably a good thing. But I sometimes wonder why, after I've spent nearly 13 years as a
college president, my skin isn't getting any thicker. It should be. In some ways I handle stressful
situations a little better because I've become more skilled at predicting how they're going to come out,
and I use the predictability to calm myself. On the other hand, I sometimes find myself getting stressed
out over small issues. I get demanding and whiny and someone needs to stuff a sock in my mouth. But
Whitworth's a great school, and this is a job in which I feel I can take advantage of some of my strengths
while working alongside of people who can cover my weaknesses.
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Bill remembers everyone's name.

More than that, he

remembers details about their lives. He is interested in

what is happening to me even though I graduated four
The relationships built between students and faculty are really one of the hallmarks of our college.
years ago. -

Sarah Snelling, Class 01 '94

There's no denying that Bill Robinson helps set the tone for the campus. He's available to students and

genuinely interested in their lives. -
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This, of course, makes others more willing to be honest in their advice....

Kyle Forsyth, Class of '99

Despite his considerable efforts, he is aging.

-

Philosophy Professor Forrest Baird

What do you want to do when you retire? How do you want to spend your time?
Well, a lot of that has to do with when and how I retire. The average tenure of a college president is six
or seven years. If and when I've served 20 years as a college president, I'll be 56, and I'll probably be in
need of a stomach-lining transplant, but I won't be ready for a rocking chair. What I dream of in retirement is spending more time reading and writing and perhaps trying to consolidate some of the things
I've learned in a way that would be helpful to others. Probably what I fantasize about most is not having
responsibility for anybody except my family. I'm a pretty skilled worrier. I worry about our 300 employees, and I worry about our 2,000 students, and when I drive by the campus the day after we've gone on
vacation, my belly feels different than it feels when we're in session - and I never notice how it feels
when we're in session: I only notice the change when we're not. So I internalize some of the responsibility that I have for the people of Whitworth, and I look forward to giving up those responsibilities. I'll
lose some of the joys, but I'll also lose some of the tossing and turning.
What is the biggest dtfference at Whitworth since you caine here in I9931
Stability. I think there have been periods in our history when we have been tugged toward our
Christian commitment, and there have been periods when we have been tugged toward our commitment
to openness; and I think in recent years we've embraced the two values and taken advantage of the
healthy tension they can create. So this ethos has stabilized. Our enrollment has also stabilized. Our
retention has gone up every year and our new-student enrollment is right where we want it, so that's
good. Our reputation has stabilized. People understand who we are and what we are trying to do.
Whitworth has always been a great place; it's always been a place where students have grown in heart and
mind. But I feel that right now we are in a particularly stable position in a whole host of ways.
What's the biggest difference between you five years ago and you today1
Oh, man. My hair and my memory are just mocking me as they depart (laughs). And if there're more
than about 10 words on a page, the print is too small. But I guess I feel a little smarter. There are certain
things about running a college that I've learned how to do. Being president at more than one school has
helped me accept that I'm not just in a situation where I got lucky and pressed the right button, but that I
actually understand this stuff and have a pretty good set of skills to do it. On the other side, I've noticed
that a few areas where I struggled when I was president at Manchester College are still struggles. Where
I might have been tempted to blame those problems on the Manchester situation, I've changed my
thinking. I find that I'm no good at those things here, either. So I think I've made peace with what I
know, with what I do well, and with where I'm weak. I still find myself very committed to growing
personally and professionally, and after five years here and nearly 13 years as a college president, I want to
improve at both the things I do well and the things I don't do well. And this is where I want to do it.
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It's one of the things I love most about Whitworth - that we're navigating a paradox that very few institutions have taken on. -

Bill Robinson

by Tad Wisenor, '89
Director of Alumni Relations
ou'll find it in the Whitworth admissions viewbook and on the college web site, in Bill
Robinson's monthly newsletter, of Mind & Heart, and in the recent accreditation self-study.
Evidence of Whitworth's mission to provide students an education of the mind and heart,
offering the opportunity for free intellectual inquiry and a strong foundation in the Christian faith,
is woven into the fabric of the college's self-description. The educational philosophy
~
printed in Whitworth's catalog states it this way: "The enduring vision for
more than a century at Whitworth has been the pursuit of intellectual and
spiritual development. Believing that God is the ultimate source of all truth
and is to be loved with all our mind, Whitworth embraces freedom of
inquiry and unhindered pursuit of truth."
But what does that really look like' Do faculry and students truly
experience this so-called healthy tension between two distinct and
potentially exclusive ways of looking at the world? Isn't this idea too good
to be true? To stand firmly with one foot planted in the Reformed
tradition and the other in academia seems a difficult balance at bestour own brand of developmental Twister. Yet over and over again, it works.
Religion Professor Jerry Sittser says, "I believe Whitworth College is a
unique place because it succeeds at what seems to be the impossible. I find
living in that tension between Christian faith and intellectual curiosity to
be creative and energizing and lively."
Faculty members appreciate the fact that Whitworth is unique, not only
because the institution is trying to do something important, but because, by
the grace of God, it actually succeeds. "When this Whitworth idea was laid in front of me, I didn't buy it.
I came from a background where there was a wall- a big wall- between faith and learning. Either you
were a Bible-believing Christian or you were an intellectual." So says Professor Ginny Whitehouse,
currently in her third year teaching journalism in the Communication Studies Department. "My colleagues in this department had to talk me into applying. Had I not known them, I wouldn't have come. I
have been thrilled to see that this mission is true."
Vice President for Academic Affairs Tammy Reid, '60, has developed a similar perspective over half a
lifetime at Whitworth. "When I sit in on a Core class, when I look at my colleagues' syllabi, when I hear
profs or students talk about what's happened in a given class on a given day, I think we're providing
remarkable arenas for interplay between questions derived from faith and questions derived from other
intellectual assumptions. At the same time, we're constantly in the process of trying to do that better,
whether we go deeper within individual classrooms or we go broader, in all-campus discussions beyond
classrooms," she says.
As Reid says, the arenas for interplay are clearly not limited to the classroom. Brooke Kiener, a senior
from San Diego, explains. "I remember reading the phrase 'education of mind and heart' and thinking,
that sounds good to me! I was expecting to be stretched and challenged both mentally and spiritually.
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Whitworth is a Christian community built of academicians: vibrant, faulty people, struggling to follow Christ, allowi"g stud,
And Whitworth has far surpassed my expectations. I have learned just as much (if not more) outside of
the classroom

as I have inside of the classroom."

Kiener already appreciates

the difference

in her educational

experience.

"In my leadership

and service

class we often talk about secular theories ofleadership as well as the biblical example of Christ's leadership," she says. "1 know that when I leave here I will have the knowledge

that students

from other

universities have, as well as a personal relationship with my Savior that has been enhanced by spiritual
teachings

and examples."

But not all students

sense the mission

at work so clearly. Sophomore

Keats McGonigal

was expecting

Whitworth
"to be a place where my Christian faith would grow in relation to my academics. During my
time here I have mixed reviews about this." McGonigal says he has taken classes in which professors
simply do not include faith as part of the curriculum.
"I have had many experiences where professors
would put a Bible verse on the top of an outline and then never mention it or talk about it in class," he
says. Yet he admits that these experiences seem to be the exception rather than the rule.
English Professor Laura Bloxham, '69, addresses the other end of the spectrum. "There are still some
students

who find this atmosphere

stifling.

What seems broad to us is limiting

to them. Sometimes

they

are stilled by the arrogance of a few Christian students. Maybe one of the drawbacks of being a Christian
institution is that we have a small number of eager, immature Christians who think they have the
answers for everyone."
Senior Eli Jaeger understands
the opportunities
afforded by this tension and doesn't pretend to have
all of the answers for himself, let alone anyone else. "In fact," he says, "there's an incredible blurriness to
what has developed
ing through

out of my academic

this struggle

experience

has been beneficial.

here. At the same time, the personal

I am a better person

growth develop-

today for being allowed to ask ques-

tions that I might not have asked elsewhere." Though Jaeger is still trying to figure out just exactly what
he has learned at Whitworth, he says that the searching has been valuable. "In order to know who you
are and what you stand for, you have to look at yourself as well as everything around you," he says.
As part of her administrative
work with newer faculty, Bloxham has had an opportunity
to work with
professors as they come to terms with the uniqueness of the Whitworth
mission. Bloxham says, "Yesterday a new faculty member told me, 'I've already fallen in love with the college.' If we are honest and clear
about who we are, we will continue

to attract the students

and faculty who'll prosper

here." A case in

point: "I had a Core ISO student who, on a paper about a passage from Calvin, questioned the theological
stand of her denomination.
She felt free to grapple with where she stood on that tradition in the context
of this paper," Bloxham

says.

One alumnus who prospered here is Jeremy Haub, '97, a Portland
visit to Whitworth
convinced him to attend because he experienced

native who mentions that his first
a feeling "like I might learn some-

thing of significance, in life and in academia. I believe now that at least part of the feeling grew from that
tension (between Christian faith and intellectual inquiry)." He continues, "I eventually found myself
evaluating where my attitude toward the school had changed. In a way, each year got more and more real,
until I could see the places where I was needed - until I began to understand that I bear responsibility
when I live in a community."
Haub found his greatest
to see my professors
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examples

angry, unhappy,

in the professors
unsatisfied

who taught him. "I was afforded

and in pain. These experiences

the opportunity

taught me more about

tudenls 10 ask lough queslions -

I feel great about how we're dealing with that productive tension, and I'm probably feeling
especially good right now because of the feedback from the accreditation

report. The

accreditation team reported that in every corner of the campus, they found people lifting

up the importance of both heart and mind. They found people discussing the vitality of
being very Christian in our emphasis and our perspective but very open and unrestrictive in

our intellectual inquiry. I feel that we do an excellent job of that. While I don't know if it's
what we do best, the scarcity of institutions that honestly embrace the integration of
these two values -

a strong Christian commitment and strong commitment to the free

ensuring lhal sludeuls learn 10 lhink and acl crilically." exchange of ideas -

Jeremy Haub, Class of '97

gives us an important distinctive.

-

Bill Robinson

my own faith, and about my intellect, than any other experiences I have ever had. And that is one of the
most powerful things about Whit\.vorth.It is a Christian community built of academicians: vibrant, faulty
people, struggling to follow Christ, allowing students to ask tough questions - ensuring that students
learn to think and act critically"
Perhaps the following incident, recounted by wlutehocse. captures the essence of Whitworth's
mission to educate the mind and heart. "In my first year here, a group of students and I attended a
conference with then-Whitworth ian editor Mark Jackson, ('97). One night during the conference, a
student told me to hurry to one of the hotel rooms because there was some sort of fight brewing.
Students from the other colleges had gone out on the town, and suddenly I was very concerned about the
alcohol-related choices our students might make. Instead, there was Mark, leading an informal, though
very intense, discussion on the nature of God. When my colleagues from around the country ask me
what Whitworth is really like, this is the story I tell."
Whitehouse continues, "Astudent recently described Whitworth like this: 'Youwalk in the door and
instead of being handed a basketful of apples, you're handed an overturned basket and there are apples all
over the floor. You have to pick each one up, examine it, and decide whether to put it in your basket.'
Whitworth College is an environment where it's safe to look at the apples. It's okay to ask questions about
your faith, and it's even okay not to have all the answers."

-

continued from Page 15

of students who wouldn't have a chance of affording a place like Whitworth," says Polhemus. "Our scholarships may be the defining ingredient for putting an education in reach for a student."
Keeping Whitworth accessible to all deserving students is a tall order. How can the college continue
to provide a top-notch education - with the expensive talent and technology that such an enterprise
demands at the dawn of the 21Stcentury - while keeping an ever-vigilant eye on afford ability?
Vice President for Advancement Krisri Burns says, "The college has identified endowment growth as
our highest fund-raising priority. Our development team will spend the next three years adding more
than $ 5 million to our current endowment. Many of these dollars will come to the college from realized
trust assets through our deferred giving program in the Whitworth Foundation. Addinonally, we are
finding that our alumni, parents and friends believe so strongly in the quality of a Whitworth College
education that they are doing their part to make a mind-and-heart education increasingly affordable."

c

PERFORMING GROUPS ON TOUR
The Jan Term theatre tour and spring choir tour will give alumni and
friends of the college opportunities to see some of Whitworth's best in the
performing arts.
The Jan Term tour takes Mirror, Mirror, a play about self- and body-image, on the road to the greater Seattle area Jan. 20-30. The Whitworth Choir
heads to Southern California March 20-28 to tour from Laguna Niguel to
Palm Desert to Oxnard and points in between. Tour postcards announcing
dates and locations will be sent to alumni in both areas.

,

Be sure to
check out
the inside
back cover of this
issue. An allinclusive Reunion
Weekend for the
25-, 35-, 45- and
50-year reunions
will debut June 2527,1999.

BASKETBALL EVENTS AT HOME AND ON THE ROAD
Look for the third annual Alumni lee Cream and Jazz Social Jan. 30 after
basketball games against Northwest Conference rival Seattle University. Your
postcard invitation guarantees free family admission, so come cheer on the
Pirates and help pack the Fieldhouse. Women tip off at 6 p.m.; men at 8.
We will host an event Feb. 13 in conjunction with games at Whitman in
Walla Walla, and on Feb. 26 we'll host an alumni gathering coupled with the
Bucs' basketball games against Lewis and Clark in Portland; then on Feb.
27 there will be a reception at UPS in Tacoma. Watch your mail for more
information on these events.
CORE 650: PARIS WITH OAKLAND
Join with alumni, parents and friends of
Whitworth for 10 days in Paris with English
Professor Leonard Oakland, said to know
Paris better than most Parisians. The study
tour will depart on June 13 and return on
June 24. Cost of $2,700 includes airfare and
all lodging, breakfasts and dinners in France.
Sign up now to study 19th-century Paris
through art, architecture and literature.
VISIT US ON THE WEB
Visit www.whitworth.edu to check on the
latest alumni activities, register for the
alumni e-mail directory, and check on the
Pirate athletic squads.

ALUMNI
SCHOLARSHIP
WINNER
Religion major
Steven Hart, '00, was
awarded the $1,200
Alumni Scholarship
for the 1998-99
school year. Steven is
the son of the Rev.
Edgar ('68) and
Mary Hart of Napa,
Calif. Children of
Whitworth graduates are eligible to
compete for the
scholarship after
their freshman year.

ELDERHOSTEL CLASSES SET
Elderhostel is an international
college
summer residential experience for adults over
55, and one of the best-rated Elderhostels is
right here at Whitworth. Session I begins June
13, and topics include jazz, Egypt and detective fiction. Classes in Northwest history. the
possibility of other life in the universe and the
Big Band Era will follow in Session II, beginningJuly4.
Although many Elderhostelers
stay on
campus, commuters are welcome.
Most
classes are taught by regular Whitworth faculty members and courses require no exams,
grades or homework.
Call Ross Cutter, Elderhostel director, at
(509) 777-4521 for more information,

THE NEXT
GENERATION
ARRIVES
New Whitworth students
are joined by their alumni
parents on the Auld
Alumni House front steps
for a "[amily" portrait. The
first Alumni Legacy
Luncheon was held on the
Auld House lawn during
Orientation Weekend, in
September. Thirty-four
new students have at least
one parent who is a
Whitworth alum.
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For information
about these and
other activities,
contact Alumni
Director Tad
Wisenor at (509)
777-4401 or 1-800532-4668. You can
also e-mail him at
twisenor
@whitworth.edu.

IN MEMORIAM
Gordon G. Brandt, '50, died May 4 in Seattle
at age 69. He was born in Spokane and was
a naval air cadet during World War II. He
worked for Old National Bank and Seattle
Trust, and retired in 1990 as executive vice
president at KeyBank. A resident of Bellevue
for more than 20 years, he was active in many
service organizations.
He is survived by his
wife, MaureenLee,
four sons and several
grandchildren.
The Rev. LaVern Fraser Brassard, '49, died
Sept. 9. He was born in Spokane, and graduated from Dubuque Seminary in 1952. He held
pastorates in Othello, Wash" and Iowa, and
was pastor of Columbia Presbyterian Church
in Vancouver, Wash., from 1962 to 1993. He
was designated pastor emeritus of Columbia
in 1994. He is survived by his wife, Mary,
daughter, Dr. Marla (Brassard) Litchford, '76,
of Albany, N.Y., sons, the Rev. James, '79, of
Wayne, N.J., Paul, '81, of Pasadena, Calif.,
and Daniel, of Arlington, Va., three sisters and
four grandchildren.
Gail Schmidt Cox, '78, died Sept. 16 of cancer. She was born in Oak Park, 111., and moved
to Spokane in 1971. She was involved with
Newcomers and the Crisis Hotline. She is survived by her husband, Fred, two sons, Fred III
and Randy, daughter Kammy and four grandchildren.
The Rev. Myron Pat Douglass, '49, died Oct.
4 in Houston, Texas. He was born in 1927 in
Glendale, Calif., and graduated from Whitworth
and Princeton Seminary. Douglass was a Presbyterian pastor for more than 40 years, most
of those at Duryea Presbyterian in Brooklyn,
N.Y. He loved music and sang in a community
chorus. He retired to Houston where he was
a part-time pastor for two congregations.
He
is survived by his brothers,
Richard and
Ronald, and various nieces and nephews.
Merle T. Emerson, '52, died May 4 when he
suffered an asthma attack while sailing. He
earned a master's degree from WSU and a
doctorate from the University of Washington,
and was professor of chemistry for 28 years
at the University of Alabama in Huntsville. He
is survived by his wife, Pamela, of Huntsville,
and son, Paul, of Murphy, Texas.
Gloria (Thompson) Gardner, '58, died June 22
in Hawaii. She studied at the University of
Washington,
Columbia
University,
the
Sorbonne and WSU. In the 1940s, she was a
scriptwriter for NBC radio in New York City and
KOMO in Seattle. She was a State Department employee in Germany and Greece for
several years, and was recently invited to attend the 50th-anniversary ceremonies for the

Marshall Plan. Her husband, who died in 1988,
was a government agricultural specialist; they
lived in Afghanistan, Greece, Yemen, Tunisia
and Washington, D.C. Gloria is survived by a
sister, Joanne Jones, and brother, Bill Thcmpson, both of Spokane.
Edward A. Hall, '54, died Oct. 18 in Corona,
Calif., after a long illness. He served as a
fighter pilot in World War II before coming to
Whitworth to earn a B.A. in economics, and
was a member of the Civil Air Patrol for many
years. He retired from Kaiser Aluminum after
27 years, owned a number of businesses, and
was voted Boss of the Year by the Spokane
Valley Chamber of Commerce. He was also
affiliated with several outdoor sporting organizations. He is survived by his wife, Darlene,
his sister, Phyllis, eight children and one grancchild.
Leo Hutchins, '62, died Nov. 9 at the age of
58. He lived in the Spokane area for more
than 50 years and received a B.A. in physical
education, returning later to Whitworth to earn
his M.Ed. He played varsity football and baseball and participated in track and field while
at Whitworth. During his career as teacher,
coach and principal, he was principal at Riverside, Odessa and Reardan schools, and was
active in professional organizations as well as
at Northview Bible Church. Following his retirement in 1995, he became devoted to missionary work in Romania. He is survived by
his wife, Lynda, his mother, two sons and a
daughter, and several grandchildren.
Gard Kealoha, '58, died of heart disease Oct.
14 in Hawaii. A tireless advocate for the
Hawaiian culture, he had served as an Office of Hawaiian Affairs trustee from 1982
to 1986 and was running for re-election. He
worked for many agencies dedicated to improving life for native Hawaiians. An accomplished writer, he lobbied former President
Carter to prohibit
bombing
practice
on
Kahoolawe Island, and was also active in Hawaiian sovereignty issues.
Jo (Tally) Lenderman died Nov. 11 of lung problems. She attended Whitworth in the early
1950s, and was a retired elementary school
teacher. She lived in Pasadena, Calif.
Dr. Kevin Gaffney, '72, died Nov. 15 in Greeley,
Colo., while awaiting a heart transplant at the
Mayo Clinic. He played football at Whitworth,
graduated with a B.A. in psychology, and was
in private practice as a psychologist. He is
survived by his wife, Shaunda K. (Lupton), '72,
and three young children, Joel, Brecca and
Brynne.

Margaret (Ewell) Nichols, '60, of Portland,
Ore., died June 21 of cancer. She was 59.
She earned her master's and doctoral degrees
from the University of Oregon after leaving
Whitworth. After teaching in Seattle and Newport, Ore., she joined the Eugene School District in 1976 as director of educational services. She became Eugene's superintendent
of schools in 1985, and soon won the respect
of members of district, state and national
education organizations. She was named Oregon School Superintendent
of the Year in
1997. She is survived by her husband, Dean.
Thomas W. Riddle, '64, was killed in a motorcycle accident in Visalia, Calif., on Aug. 10.
He leaves behind his wife, Linda (Lee) Riddle,
'66, and two grown children, Camille and Joel.
George H. Ross, associate professor of music at Whitworth for 23 years, died Aug. 30 in
Spokane. Born and educated in Manitoba,
Canada, he began teaching at Whitworth in
1965 and retired in 1988, remaining active in
a number of musical organizations as well as
at KPBX Public Radio. Memorial services were
held in Seeley Mudd Chapel at Whitworth.
Harold Slater, '33, died Sept. 26 at the age
of 87. He was born in Deer Park, and while at
Whitworth was a member of the football team,
French Club and theatre group. His work history includes stints with S. H. Kress, Shell Oil
and Spokane County. He enjoyed music and
taking part in Whitworth alumni activities. He
is survived by sons Harold, of New York City,
and Richard, of Camano Island, Wash., as well
as by three grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Son Harold writes, "! particularly enjoyed the (recent) article on Jim Lounsberry's
1950s football team. My dad and I attended
almost every game back in that era - some
of our closest moments together."
Robert Sorenson, '81, died March 10. He received a bachelor's
degree from Pacific
Lutheran University, an MBA from the University of Washington and his master's degree in
applied behavioral science from Whitworth. He
had a distinguished career in the nuclear energy industry and worked for General Electric,
Battelle Laboratories and the International
Atomic Energy Agency. He is survived by his
wife and three daughters.
Word has been received of the deaths of
Nancy G. Stalter, MAT '70, on Aug, 9. 1997,
in Clarkston, Wash., and Richard R. Winchell,
'55, on May 29, 1998, in Portland, Ore. No
other details are available.
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future
whitworthians

AmbassadorElizabeth Baumgartner

We are pleased to welcome the newest members of the ~r",
Whitworth

•

family, and to congratulate

Lisa and Emilia, twin daugh-

ters of Dennie and Cindy Carter,

Oct. 10. 1997.
•

Emma, daughter of Ann

(Saylor) and Matt Gruner, in January 1998.
~
Kathryn Grace, daughter of
Carol
(Barnes)
and Robert
Kaczka, May 4. Magdalen Grace,
daughter of Gary and Elizabeth
('83) Runkle-Edens, June 9.
•
Matthew
John,
son of
Cheryl
(Akerson)
and Tom
Forbes, May 1. Elizabeth, daughter of Carl and Patricia Boyd,
March 16.
•
Laura, daughter of Rebecca
(Sexton) and PeterTuazon, Oct. 2.
•

Andrew
Porter,
son of
Russell and Linda (Hendry. '85)
Brown, Jan. 10.

e

Baylee, daughter of Anne
and Dan Allard-Wainwright, 1998.
Richard Frank, Jr., son of Richard
and Mary Molitor,
March 27.
Cobe, son of Craig and Melanie
(Kawano) Benzel, Jan. 9.

their parents.

•
Daisy Emma Faith, daughter of Matt and Dana (Hoffman)
Wilson, Feb. 21. Jacoby Paul, son
of Jon and Emily Dueck, Sept. 15.
John Bruce, son of John and Polly
Haberlin, Sept. 29. Joshua David,
son of Joseph and Cheryl (Cowell,
'92) Richards, Feb. 3. Londan,
daughter of Lashelle and David
Wray, June 7. Ripken, son of Paul
and Heidi Reyes, April 1997.

e

Bryn, daughter
of Darby
and Sara Beth (Silliman) Cavin,
April 10. Leslie Anne, daughter of
Steven and Cynthia Streimer,
April 9. Andrew, son of Mark and
Jennifer (Lewis, '93) Vandine,
Jan. 7.

GJamiSOn
Marshall, son of
Julane (Lussier) and Jim Dover,
July 16. Audrey Ferguson, daughter of Joanne (Friedenstein)
and
Toben Heim, Aug. 9.

o

Simon Fox, son of William
and Brita Wegrzyn,
June 16.
Thor Bradly, son of Stephanie
(Wyman) and Jeff Knutzen, May
26. Christian Patrick, son of Lisa
(O'Donnell)
and Greg Bartel,
April 23.

Kay Crosby King and her husband, Donald, have moved to Warsaw, Ind. Kay says, ~We're glad
we made our move to be near our
three children and their families."

dassof'47
Ambassador-John

Rodkey

Everett Scott recently had openheart surgery to repair a hole in
his heart. He also had a triple
bypass and received a new valve
during the surgery.

dassof'48
Reunion Alert for Class of '49, Class
of '48 Invited: June 2~27, 1999
Ambassador-To be fifled

class 01"52
Moxley

Mary Ann (Schmatjen) Thimmes
was inducted into the Washington
State Nursing Hall of Fame on
March 22.

class 01"53

50th Reunion Alert: June 25-27, 1999
AmbassadorsGlen and Dorothy (Hone) Ellison

45th Reunion Alert: June 25-27, 1999
AmbassadorAlice (Reeve) Scriber, '54

Jaye (Christensen)
and Ben
Fairchild,
'50, have moved to
White Sands of La Jolla, a Presbyterian retirement community in
San Diego, Calif. Ben is the resident chaplain.

45th Reunion Alert: June 25-27, 1999
Ambassador-Alice (Reeve) Scriber
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class of'55
45th Reunion Alert: June 2~27, 1999
Ambassador-Arne Stueckle

class 01"58
AmbassadorRuth (Moody) Heathman
Bernard Rakes has retired
now enjoys fishing, traveling,
spending time with his wife
their children,
son-in-law
granddaughter.

•
Sean Maxwell, son of Sandi
(Wastradowski)
and
Steve
Howland, Feb. 2. Ashley, daughter of Steven Brown, Dec. 9,

40th Reunion Alert: June 23-25, 2000
Ambassador-Bill Heathman
Sue Williams writes children's
erature in Thomaston, Conn.

GAmy
Lynne, daughter
of
Lana and John Aris, June 17. Ella
Lee, daughter of Boo and Andrea
(Warner, '89) Boatman, Aug. 9.

@> Audrey

Caroline, daughter
(Sanford)
and David

Elisha Kamakanaokalaakea
Kaupu, son of Karen (Kaupu) and
Kalani ('92) Fronda, April 14.

1llrln/1

and
and
and
and
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class 01"31
Reunion Alert for Class of '50; Class
of '51 Invited: June 23-25, 2000.
Ambassador-Cal Moxley, '52

class 01"49

Paul Robert, son of Bob
and Kristin Krueger,
May 14.
Abigail Hannah, daughter of Ann
(Fredericks)
and
Edmund
Torkelson, Aug. 17.

•

Gilbert
Gordon
returned
to
Spokane in 1994 after spending
more than 20 years overseas as
a missionary
teacher
in
Cameroon.

Ambassador-Cal

€i>

of Laurel
DeHaan.

class 01"30
Reunion Alert for Class of '49; Class
of '50 Invited: June 25-27, 1999
50th Reunion Alert: June 23-25, 2000

lit-
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40th Reunion Alert: June 23·25, 2000
Ambassador-To be filled

CORE 650 IN EUROPE
Philosophy Professor Forrest Baird delivers a lecture on the Renaissance to the 31-member 1998 Core 650 Study Tour team in
the perfect classroom setting - the Palazzo Vecchio in Florence,
Italy. The tour brought together alumni from the 1950s to the '90s,
and visited Pompeii; Rome, London and Paris. Leonard Oakland
will lead a study tour group to Paris in]une 1999.

Frank and Lana Clark live on the
Bitterroot
River just outside
Missoula, Mont. Frank is chair of
the social work program at the
University of Montana, and Lana
is a medical social worker at a
local hospital.

a
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40th Reunion Alert: June

Ambassador-To

23-25,

class 01"68
2000

be filled

class 01"63
35th Reunion Alert: June 25-27, 1999

Ambassador-James

Davis, '64

Jeanne Echelbarger Hensier retired in June from the Edmonds
School District after 32 years in
education. She taught elementary
school for 27 years and spent the
last five in middle schools as a
learning-support specialist.

class 01"64

Ambassador-Cliff

James McEachran is completing
his 15th year as senior pastor of
51. Andrew's Lutheran Church in
Bellevue, Wash. Nancy Adkinson
is a training and curriculum specialist in early childhood education
for the Marine Corps and is stationed at Camp Pendleton in California. After 25 years in one place,
Kim and Christine (Sacco, '69)
Williams have moved to Carmel,
Calif. Kim is the principal of an
elementary school, and Christine
home-schools their youngest son,

Seth.

35th Reunion Alert: June 25-27, 1999
Ambassador-James Davis

class 01"65
35th Reunion Alert: June 25-27, 1999
Ambassador-To be filled
Joan (Cross) Barden recently retired from the Mead School District in Spokane.

Hook, '69

dassof'69
30th Reunion Alert: June 23-25, 2000
Ambassador-Cliff Hook

class 01"70

class 01"71
30th Reunion Alert: June 23-25, 2000
Ambassador-To be filled
Linda (Morris)
Childs and her
husband, William, have recently
returned from their travels overseas, where Linda taught second
grade in Japan and first grade in
Germany (not at the same time).
They are living in Coeur cAlene.
Gayle (White) Repsold is finishing her MA in marriage/family
therapy at George Fox University,
in Newberg,
Ore.
Thomas
Babagian teaches in the continuation school at Sequoia High
School in Visalia, Calif.

The White House Commission on
Presidential Scholars recognized
Susan Stimson as a distinguished
teacher in 1996.

The La-Z-Boy
can wait
In an era when many Americans
look forward to their declining (or reclining)
years, alumna
Martha
(Dunlop) Peterson, '49, is an exception. Though her permanent address
is Santa Rosa, Calif., her childhood
home, she has taken on cross-cultural
experiences as a way of life.
In 1982, Martha and her husband
were Peace Corps teachers in Sierra
Leone. After the Corps asked her to
teach chemistry, physics and biology,
she wondered how her 33-year-old
Whitworth science degree could help
her meet the challenge. With a little
assistance from a book series titled
Chemistry, Biology and Physics Made
Simple, she forged ahead, using the
"discovery" method of teaching. A
magnet with a jar of iron filings, a
prism for casting rainbows, a stone in
a pan of water, an old microscope for
seeing into the world of the nearby
swamp water - all were used to demonstrate scientific properties. Martha
even wrote a physics text for the
school.
In 1989, Martha went to Pakistan

class 01''72

30th Reunion Afert: June 23-25, 2000
Ambassador-To be filled

Martha poses with afriend in Sierra Leone.

with the Peace Corps and again found
herself in a world straight out of National Geographic. Pakistan, which is
97 percent Moslem and which observes strict purdah for women, is an
unlikely place for an older, recently
divorced woman to find herself. As a
trainer for English teachers in Pakistan, she toured public and private
schools and observed working conditions for both students and teachers.
To her disappointment,
her assignment was cut short by the Gulf War
after only a. year.
Hip replacement surgery followed

Ambassador-Vicki

Adams

Glenda Hanson has been living
and working in Seattle
since
1976, and is an instructor in the
legal administrative assistant program at Renton Technical College.

class 01''73
25th Reunion Alert: June 25-27, 1999
Ambassador~Caryl Hurtig
Carolyn Hendricks teaches English in Taiwan. Dennie Carter is
a relationship
manager
at
Keybank.

class 01"74
25th Reunion Alert: June 25-27, 1999
AmbassadorMary (Wolford) Sisson
John Sheridan completed his doctor of musical arts degree at the
Eastman School of Music in May.
He was the recipient of an Ameri-

her sojourn in Pakistan, as did a threeweek trip to Russia with a healing-arts
group. A believer in the healing power
of the word of God, she went to
Ukraine, which had gained religious
freedom after 70 years of communism,
to teach Bible stories to the unchurched (and to discover that she
could preach for an hour without
notes).
An Elderhostel ad took Martha to
China, where she taught English in
1994-95. There she used her curriculum to introduce her Chinese students
to Christianity; she also saved the
Christian books she had acquired, and
gave them to the university when she
left. She returned to the Chinese coast
last spring to teach students who were
in training to be docents and tour
guides.
So, is Martha finally ready to sit
back and put her feet up? Not likely,
Some of her former students have contacted her, and she's getting supplies
together for a school for the blind in
Sierra Leone. ''I've discovered that
God has a job for me," she says,
"whether it's praying for the world or
working in the world. I just need to listen for it. It's never too late to do something different."

can-Scandinavian
Foundation
grant, which will fund his musicological
research
in Sweden
this winter. James Blair has retired from elementary
school
teaching
in the North Kitsap
School District.

class 01"75
25th Reunion Afert: June 25-27, 1999
Ambassador-Robert Sisson
Charles Zabalaga lives near Los
Angeles, in Glendale, Calif.

class 01''76
AmbassadorLaurie (Dingman) Jones
Steve Walker lives in Papua, New
Guinea, with his wife and four children and works for Wycliffe Bible
Translators, teaching humanities
to the children of missionaries
and
other
expatriates
at
Ukarumpa International School.

class 01''77
AmbassadorLaurie (Dingman) Jones, '76
Carol Simonson Wedell lives in
Pepper Pike, Ohio. She says, "I
am busy with our three children
and I frequently fill area pulpits
on Sunday mornings." Steve and
Terri (Johnson, '79) Wilson live
in Spokane, where Steve, who
was ordained in April, is an associate pastor in charge of administration and adult ministries
at
Spokane Valley Nazarene Church.
He spends his spare time officiating football in the Pac-10 Conference and the NFL-European
League. Terri is vice president of
operations at Spokane Teachers
Credit Union. She is also the missions treasurer at the church and

is on the executive council for the
Spokane Valley Center. Steven
and Joan (Schroeder) Gluck have
moved to Lake Jackson, Texas,
where Steve has a great job with
Dow Chemical.

class 0['78
Ambassador-Warren

Lewis, '79

Carol Prentice and Robin Walz,
'79, live in Juneau, A~aska, with
their two children.
Carol is a
Planned Parenthood clinic director, and also teaches part time
at the University of Alaska Southeast. Robin is an assistant professor of history at UAS. Ann
(Saylor) Gruner and her husband,
Matt, live in San Antonio, Texas,
where he is a pilot in the Air Force.
Ann teaches quilting classes.

class 01''79
20th Reunion Alert: June 23-25, 2000
Ambassador-Warren Lewis
Ann Hollifield and her husband,
Lee Becker, have moved to Georgia to work at the University of
Georgia. Ann is assistant professor of telecommunications
and
Lee is the director of the International Mass Media Training and
Research Center.

class of'80
20th Reunion Alert: June 23·25, 2000
Ambassador-Warren Lewis, '79
John and Peggy Carr celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary
this year. They retired recently after serving for more than 29 years
as Salvation Army officers, singing and speaking at Salvation
Army chapels. Gary Paukert is a
senior geophysicist at Crestar Energy, a mid-sized Canadian explo-

CLASS OF 1988 REUNION -

ration company. He and his family
live in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.
Scott and Monica (Faure, '84)
Hudson live in Hermiston,
are.
Scott is owner of the Eagle View
Golf Center in nearby Umatilla.

class 01"81
20th Reunion Afert: June 23-25, 2000
Ambassador-Julie (Boris) Pomante
Scott Anderson traveled to Italy
and Greece last July, conducting
the Idaho State University Chamber Choir on a concert tour; he will
conduct the All-Northwest Honor
Choir in Portland, Ore., in February. Gary Rolf and Erika Gaede
were
married
in August
in
Wahiawa, Hawaii. They are stationed at Elmendorf
Air Force
Base, in Anchorage, Alaska, where
Gary is chief of Airspace Operations for the 11th Air Force. Drs.
Monty and Shelley Mathis are veterinary
missionaries
with the
United Mission to Nepal. Linda
(Buzzell) and Paul Graham live in
Bellevue, Wash. Paul works at
Neopath in Seattle and Linda enjoys being a homemaker.
She
plays the organ for their church
and teaches an SAT preparation
class, among her other activities.

class 01"82
Ambassador-Craig

CORE 650 IN THE BAY AREA
Psychology Professor Jim Waller lectures on his new book, Face
to Face: The Changing State of Racism in America,jor 30 Northern California alumni and parents during a Core 650 regional
event at Walnut Creek Presbyterian Church on Oct. 17.
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NO PLACE LIKE HOME

The Class of 1988 celebrated its 10-year reunion (with the help
of the classes of 1987 and '89) at Homecoming, Oct. 3. Their
banquet was among the first in the new HUB catering rooms.
The Class of1989 will host its own reunion banquet Oct. 2, 1999.

Dander, '83

Richard Lindstrom is in southwest
China with his wife and two children. He says, "Yes, the Chinese
language is as tough to learn as
people say it is." Carol Rose finished her M.Div. last spring at
Lancaster Theological Seminary
and is lead pastor of the Mennonite Church of the Servant in
Wichita, Kans.

class 01"83
Ambassador-Craig

Dander

Cecilia (Wills) and Neal Tollisen
were married Oct. 3 in Portland,
are.

class 01"85
Ambassador-Kathy

Jacobi

Rebecca Magnus married Scott
Peck in September and has begun classes in a family nurse practitioner course. Kris Waid·Jones
teaches music history as an adjunct music professor at the State
University
of New York at
Plattsburgh.
He and Madeline,
'82, an anesthesiologist,
live in
Peru, N.Y., with their two children.
Melanie Sauer is a full time MBA
student at Boston University and
hopes to pursue a new career in
management consulting. Richard
and Dianne Swingler were married Aug. 17 in Seattle.

class 01"86
Ambassador-Amanda

Paye

Grant Miller is a business development manager at FORE systems in Bellevue, Wash. Jean
(Bush) McDaniel,
her husband,
Clayton, and their year-old twins live
in Charlotte,
N.C., where Jean
teaches French at Carmel Christian
School. Clayton is minister to children and youth at St. Margaret's
Episcopal Church. They recently
went to Costa Rica with their senior high youth mission group under the leadership
of YWAM.
Theresa (Zeorlin)
Lacroix is a
flight attendant for Continental
Airlines and also sells baby slings
and nursing-wear on the Internet
at http://www.infozoo.comjbaby.
Paula (Mikkelsen) Bulkley works
at the YWCA transition school in

•

Spokane. Lesley Hilts is in her
second year of teaching the sixth
grade at Vientiane International
School in Vientiane, Laos PDR.

class ofS?
Ambassador-Amanda

Paye, '86

David Congdon received his M.D.
from the Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences
in
Bethesda, Md. He will be doing a
family medicine residency with the
U.S. Navy. Lisa Commander and
her husband, Adam, purchased
their first home in Kirkland. Lisa
is a grant writer for the Washington Family Council. Eric Henriksen
has moved to Richland, Wash.,
where he has taken ajob farming
wine grapes. Melora (Brooks) and
Gary Jackson were married in
October 1997, then moved to
Biloxi, Miss. Melora is a program
development specialist for the
South Mississippi Area Agency on
Aging.
David
and Marialyce
Steinberg were married in Rochester, N.Y., in August.

class 01"89
10th Reunion Alert: Oct. 2, 1999
Ambassador-Tad
Wisenor

Laurel DeHaan and her husband,
David, are in Arkansas teaching
at Lyon College. Debbie Cruz is a
corporate accountant and CPA for
The Navigators, a mission/discipleship organization in Colorado
Springs, Colo. Stephanie (Welty)
and Steve Olsonowski have been
transferred
to a U.S. Air Force
base on the island of Terceira in
the Azores, 900 miles from the
Portuguese coast. Mark Eidson is
a reporter at the Eugene Register-Guard in Eugene, Ore. David
Adams completed
his Ph.D. in
molecular biotechnology
at the
University of Washington and is
now continuing his medical school
rotations.

class 01"90
10th Reunion Alert: Fall 2000
Reunion Alert for Class of '89; Class
of '90 Invited: Oct. 2, 1999
AmbassadorDebbie (Carlson)

class 01"88
10th Reunion Alert for Class of '89;
Class of '88 Invited: Oct. 2, 1999
Ambassador-Stephanie
Halton

Yvonne Dechance spent spring
semester as a lecturer for the
School of Music at East Carolina
University. She also co-created an
educational website, The Diction
Domain (on the web at http://
www.diction. vocalist.org), devoted
to voice-diction resources for singers. Kendra Carey became disabled two years ago in an accident. She says, "My life has
changed in so many ways, yet God
has truly stabilized my heart and
mind." Beth Griffin lives in Pasadena, Calif., where she is a medical social worker for a home
health agency. Her husband,
Mike, is an M.Div. student at
Fuller Seminary. They are team coordinators in their apartment complex and have a 3-year-old daughter, Kylie. Kelly Neely and Jennifer Runnig were married in November 1996. Kelly teaches junior
high in the Freeman School District in Rockford, Wash., and also
coaches football and baseball.
Jeff Schmidt is advertising manager for Massage magazine. He
is also plays drums with several
Spokane bands, including Soup
and Petting Zulu. He has released
a solo tape titled "Hourglass."

.......

Roeber

Kelley Adams works in the corporate training department of Washington Mutual Bank in Marysville,
Wash. She is still playing the piano and now plays the guitar as
well. Jim Wright
finished
his

master's in software engineering
at Seattle University and has been
working on Trinity College's home
firefighting
robot. He says, "I
named it 'Does Not Work' because when I hooked everything
up, it stopped putting out fires."
Wendy
(Galloway)
and Jim
Slawter have moved to Prineville,
are. Wendy telecommutes
part
time with her PR firm in Portland,
and Jim works at the Les Schwab
Tire Distribution
Center. Karen
(Kaupu) Fronda plans to pursue
a master's in education. Her husband, Kalani, '92, is the land
manager
for
Kamehameha
Schools and Bishop Estates, in
Hawaii, and is in charge of school
land on multiple islands.

class 01"91
Reunion Alert for Class of '90; Class
of '91 Invited: Fall 2000
Ambassador-Tracy
J. Sims

Scott Franz completed his Ph.D.
in nuclear engineering
in June
1997 and began working for
Siemens Co. in the nuclear fuel
division last year. He and his wife,
Wendy (Hammer, '92), live in the
Tri-Cities area. David and Heather
(Tiger, '93) Schultz have returned
to Spokane. David teaches sixth
grade
at Centennial
Middle
School, and Heather teaches sixth

It runs

in the family
Though he calls his father, longtime
Whitworth professor Fenton Duvall, "the
real Dr. Duvall:' William E. Duvall, '65, professor
of history
at
Willamette University in
Salem, Ore., is staking
his own claim to the
title. After being nominated by Willamette's
Faculty Council and College of Liberal Arts,
Bill Duvall
Duvall was selected
Oregon State Professor of the Year for 1998.
The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching sponsors the award.
Dr. M. Lee Pelton, Willarnette's president, included the following quote from
one of Duvall's students in his October 1998
"State of the University" address: "Everything that is great about Bill Duvall as a

LI.I

grade at East Valley Middle
School. David says, "Our first year
back in Spokane has been outstanding, highlighted primarily by
time spent with family." Robert
Wilson earned his M.Div. from
Louisville Presbyterian Theological
Seminary in May, and received the
John W. Meister Award in Pastoral Ministry and the Joseph T.
Sudduth Award. Sherri (Braun)
and Buff ('92) Normand were
married in November 1997. They
have recently moved to Kenai,
Alaska. Sherri is a family support
specialist in the local school district, and Buff is a pilot for South
Central Air. Emily and Martin
Kelly-Peterson
were married in
May. Emily is assistant to the director at Hamlin Robinson School
in Seattle. Karen (Damm) and
Christopher ('92) McCullough relocated to Owings Mills, Md.,
where Karen is a part-time educational consultant and Christopher is a test and assessment
specialist with the Maryland State
Department of Education. Mark
Moyer is on a six-month deployment with the U.S. Army to
Bosnia-Herzegovina
and will return in mid-April. Jonn Moomaw
is in the teacher certification program at the University of Washington, Tacoma.

teacher rises from a single trait: he listens.
He listens eagerly and skeptically. He listens "Withgenuine curiosity. He turns the
tables, as if he hopes to learn something
from you every day."
Duvall's own perspective on the role of
a professor is equally clear. "You need to
bring energy and enthusiasm and intensity
to it," he says.
Thirty years removed from his days at
Whitworth, Duvall recalls his experience
fondly. ''A long time has passed since I last
walked across the Whitworth campus, but
Ihave vivid memories of its beauty and of
the warmth of the people who crossed it
with me," he says.
After completing his B.A, at Whitworth,
Duvall earned his M.A. in history at the
University of Pennsylvania and his Ph.D.
in history at the University of California,
Santa Barbara. His fields of study were the
history of modern France, and modern European intellectual history. He has taught
at Willamette since 1971.

_

class or'92
Ambassador-Jeff

Carlson

Maria Ferguson married J. Todd
Myers April 18 in Kirkland, Wash.
The Myerses plan to stay in the
Seattle area where Maria will continue working as an employee relations coordinator
for Sakson
Taylor. Susie Chang was the finance director/deputy
campaign
manager for Linda Smith, U.S.
Senate candidate in Washington.
Matt Freeman and his wife recently moved from Washington,
D.C., to Boise, Idaho. He is director of Government
Affairs and
Communications
for the Ada
County Association of Realtors.
Dave Fogetstrom is teaching English and advanced seminars at
Deer Valley High School
in
Antioch, Calif. He is also the JV
football coach. Jessica Simpson
teaches fourth grade in the Seattle Public School District. Cathy

(Dapples) and Don Goettel were
married this year. Jen Pifer is in
Portland, are" where she works
at KATU-TV. Kris (Dittman)
Johnson is a special projects
manager at Integrated System
Design in Mountain View, Calif.

Fuller Seminary in Pasadena, Calif. Brent and Rabecca Lynn Busby
were married in December 1993.
Brent is a high school teacher at
the Seattle Urban Academy. Angela (Fowler) and John Platt were
married Aug. 3 in San Francisco.

dassof'93
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Ambassador-Wendy

AmbassadorKim (Thompson) Ca~son
Anna Schowengerdt is the head
of the food-aid monitoring program
with Catholic Relief Services in
Liberia. She checks for social indicators such as general health,
birth rates and disease,
and
evaluates the effectiveness of the
distribution
system.
Cindy
(Oswald) and Paul Welsch recently moved to Kansas, where
she will teach while he attends
Command and General Staff College at Ft. Leavenworth. Gabrielle
Taylor is starting her first year at

Arra/de

Laura Smith is a teacher in Portland, Ore. She recently bought a
house, opened a private dog-training business and is working on
becoming
a mountaineering
guide. Hillary Beth Folsom graduated from the University of Alaska
with a BA in law and business
management and works for the
Department
of Commerce and
Economic Development in Alaska.
Rebecca (Pool) Valentine
is
studying
accounting
at Boise
State University and hopes to
take the CPA exam by next fall.

Gray is guide
for travelers,
cancer patients
Karen (Ricketts) Gray, '66, is an
explorer. As the manager of the
Smithsonian Institute's Resident Program Study Tours for the mid-Atlantic region, she's the one who organizes
lectures, courses, tours and seminars
to explore the usual and the unusuaL
"I decide what time they'll leave, what
route they'll take, what they'll see and
what they'll eat," says this tour planner par excellence. Her love for exploration has also led her to become a
member of the National Park Advisory Board of the World Canals Association.
However, when Gray answers the
hotline for the Y-Me Foundation, she
helps the caller explore a much more
frightening territory than any art museum or national landmark. She is often the first person to talk to women
who have been diagnosed with breast
cancer. A survivor of the disease herself, Gray knows exactly what these
women are going through. She's been
30

Karen Gray

cancer-free for seven years and is now
a member and officer of the National
Capital Area Chapter of Y-Me.
The foundation focuses primarily
on patient education. Its goal is for
each woman to be able to interpret her
pathology report and get information
to sort out the many options available
for treatment. Foundation staffers believe that such decisions should be
based on the patient's personal preferences, lifestyle and values - not
solely on her doctor's preferences or
training, The foundation's resources
complement, but are not a substitute
for, the resources of other organizations such the American Cancer Society, which sponsors six-week group

Amy Shoffner is in the foreign
transactions department at American Express Bank in Frankfurt,
Germany. William Wegrzyn is a
yo-yo pro atthe USA Yo-Yo Extravaganza; Bill lives near Chicago. A
collection of Sonja Jukam's photographs was featured this fall in
the Koehler Gallery at Whitworth.
She recently completed the pho-

tography program at Brooks institute in Santa Barbara, Calif. Nicol
Kleppin is planning a Jan. 1 wedding to Nate Mink. Michelle Ryker
plans to marry Erik Batsford Dec.
19. They will live in Irvine, Calif.,
for the next year.

class 01"95
Ambassador-Aaron
Jeffrey
manager
sources
Boles is
wife and

McMurray

Palmer is a recruiting
for Arcus Staffing Rein Seattle, Wash. Matt
living in Grenada with his
6-month-old daughter. He

therapies, and Reach to Recovery,
which offers physical rehabilitation
programs.
When a woman calls the Y-Me
hotline, she may ask to be matched
with a cancer survivor for a one-onone relationship, A significant effort
is made to match personalities, and
the relationship may last just two or
three meetings or telephone calls just long enough for the caller to gain
her bearings and establish direction.
It can also continue
for several
months, until the caller is in the midst
of recovery; and in some cases, real
friendships develop and continue after the crisis has passed. Sadly, death
sometimes brings about the end of the
relationship. Gray has been matched
with half a dozen callers and has experienced both sad and happy endings,
The Y-Me Foundation's telephone
number (1-800-221-2141) is listed on
virtually every piece of literature on
breast cancer available in libraries and
doctors' offices, Gray is usually on the
line one weekend day each month,
compassionately offering her skills as
both counselor and planner to help
other women explore the routes to recovery from cancer.

is working on his master's in science with an emphasis in childhood micronutrient
deficiencies,
at Saint George's
University
School
of Medicine.
Lenny
Wiersma is working on his doctorate in sports psychology at
Springfield College in Springfield,
Mass. He also teaches graduate
and undergraduate courses at the
college. Leslie Miller was named
the 1998·99 national trustee for
the Educational
Foundation for
Women in Accounting. She is an
instructor at Spokane Community
College and has been a guest lecturer at the University of Idaho and
Gonzaga University.
Jennifer
Nevdahl teaches American literature at The Menaul School in Albuquerque, N.M. Todd and Kirstin
(Schmidt, '97) Orwig have just
moved to Boston, where Todd attends graduate school and is assistant director of admissions at
Emerson College. Kirstin is an
actuarial
analyst
for Watson
Wyatte Worldwide.
Says Todd,
"We love it here and invite anyone who wants to come for a
visit."
Courtney
Thimsen
has
moved to Cambridge, Penn., to
attend Trinity Episcopal School for
Ministry to work on her master's
in biblical
studies.
Cindy
Kohlmann is in Tonkawa, Okla.,
fulfilling an internship requirement
for seminary by serving as a solo
pastor in a small Presbyterian con-

RASMUSSEN-RODIMEl

gregation. Jeff Crutcher teaches
sixth grade in Othello, Wash., and
finished his master's degree in
June. Marcus Cunningham and
Renee Fritz were married in 1995
and live in Seattle.
Heidi
(Oksendahl) Sedgwick is working
on her master's
in physical
therapy at the University of Rhode
Island. She and John ('96) live in
West Kingston, R.I., and spent the
month
of May backpacking
through northern
India. Caryn
(Wilson) and Dirk Duryee were
married July 13 in Spokane.

dassof'96
Ambassador-Rachel

Hornor

Elizabeth

Dauenhauer spent the
1997-98 school year teaching students with mental and behavioral
disabilities
at University
High
School in the Spokane Valley. Tony
Jensen won the first-ever high
school girls' Soccer Coach of the
Year award in Alaska. Nicholas
Roghair was accepted into the
Master of Arts in Teaching program at the University of Alaska
Southeast, and is student teaching at Mount Edgecumbe in Sitka.
Nathan Dunham teaches math at
Almira Middle School in his hometown of Almira, Wash., and is the
boys' basketball coach at the high
school.
Trevor
and Jessica
(Walton) Macduff left in August
for a yearlong mission to Rubio,

WEDDING

Whitworth alumni came from all over to celebrate the marriage
of John and Kelly (Rodimel) Rasmussen in McMinnville, Ore.,
on June 13. All of the alumni pictured are from the class of 1997
unless otherwise indicated. Front row: Brian, '98, and Sherrie
(Hodson) Kendall, the Rasmussens, Kirstin. (Schmidt) and
Todd, '95, Orwig. Back row: Phil Shahbaz, '96, Lissy Hatch,
Nick Brownlee, Kart McFarland, Tim Hornor, Kris Adams,
Erin Elder, Nate Heppner, '98, Cindy (Sterk) and Josh Dickson,
Mike Larkin, '96, and Amy Pobst.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FOOTBALL FANS
More than 90 alumni and friends watch as the Sagehens oj
Pomona-Pitzer squeak out a football victory over the resurgent
Bucs, 13-10. Front row: Gabrielle Taylor, '92, and Sean, '92,
and Amy (Reid, '94) Smith. Back row: Kristina Smith, Chrystal
(Cook, '91) and Kurt, '90, Helmcke, and jeff Smith, '83.
Venezuela. They will teach third
through eighth grade at a boarding school for missionary children.
lesley Williams works for Mattei
and lives in Manhattan Beach,
Calif. She is also working as an
extra in television and movies,
studying theatre and training for
a marathon. Andrew Dalzell is an
assistant media designer for Walt
Disney Imagineering.
He was
awarded the USITT ClearCom
Sound Achievement
Award in
1998, a national award for excellence in sound design at the
graduate level. Ryan Amend has
been teaching in Japan this past
year and plans to stay for one
more year. Cynthia (Ward) Royce
is a student in the MIT program
at Whitworth. Stephen and Erin
(Cole, '98) Ver Hoeven were married in July and live in Snohomish.
Whitworthians Sarah Eells ('98)
and Tracy Stephenson
were
bridesmaids and Kevin Brady was
best man. Steve teaches and directs the sports medicine program at Arlington High School.
Erin is working in business development for a general contractor.
Anastasia (Traynor) Reich is a
kindergarten teacher at Sheridan
Elementary in Spokane. Peggy
Hardt has spent the last two years
teaching English in Japan as part
of the JET program. She is taking
graduate courses in Monterey,
Calif. Jennifer
and Jeff ('97)
Arnold are enjoying Florida and
the challenge of being in youth
ministry.

E-mail your class notes to
alumni@whitworth.edu.
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Aimee Moiso spent two months
in Bogota, Colombia, last year,
working with churches and human
rights organizations.
She works
for Bread for the World, in Washington, D.C. Jeremy Bruno is
studying pre-engineering at Spokane Falls Community College.
Sam Fleming and Brandon Tanner
established
Tanner and Associates. where they develop and market commercial
web sites.
Fleming says, "We are now a thriving business challenging our competitors as an industry leader in
Spokane." Kari McFarland is a
tutoring-program
coordinator for
the Hollywood Urban Project in
California, where she was an intern last year. Tara (Fiebick) and
Chris Cooper ('98) moved to Taiwan in August to teach English.
Emily Nordhagen completed a fellowship at the Discovery Institute
in Seattle. and is now a product
analyst for Oracle Software in the
San Francisco Bay Area. Dave
Roth is the marketing and public
relations coordinator for Pierian
Spring Software in Portland, Ore.
Sharon Olney is program director
for the Saddleback Valley YMCA
in Southern California. Katherine
Marr and Eric Stikes were married
in May in Turlock, Calif. Derek
Smith lives in Atlanta, Ga., and is
the information systems manager
for INJOY, a company that provides leadership training to pastors and churches around the
country. Ryan and Heather (Porter, '99) Hawk were married in
July in Olympia. Ryan is a bust-

ness analyst for Boeing Flight
Test, and Heather is studying
nursing at Seattle Pacific University. Holly (Brown) and Frederick
Dugenet were married in November. Trisha (Bline) and Rob Dotts
celebrated their marriage in February. Trisha is a certified horseshow judge and has been teaching in five different school districts.
Amy Clark and Matt
McNelly ('98) were married in
May at Whitworth
Presbyterian
Church. Amy is a sixth-grade
teacher at Bellevue
Christian
School
in Bellevue,
Wash.
Moses Pulei is a second-year
student
at Fuller Seminary
in
Pasadena, Calif. Dainen Penta is
in his first year of law school at
the Northwestern School of Law
at Lewis and Clark College in Portland, Ore. Tony Billingsley at-

tends medical school in Pullman
through the University of Washington. William Kaufold just began
the two-year journey to obtain his
master's degree in public health
at UCLA. Nicole Lewis is a firstgrade teacher for Palm Springs
Unified School District in California. Kim Jewell is a second-year
student at the University of Washington School of Mediqir-e. Kresha
Frankhauser is pastoral assistant
and director
of youth
and
children's
ministries at Mendocino Presbyterian
Church
in
Mendocino,
Calif. Shelly Maak
works in Honduras with the Peace
Corps in small business and economic development. She and her
twin sister, Sheila, helped with
Whitworth's CARE Project for hurricane relief efforts there.
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Ami Enox is a teaching assistant
and resident counselor at Sullivan
County Diagnostic Center in South
Fallsburg, N.Y. Gene Garrison is
a facilities specialist for USWest
in Spokane. Brian Hackwith is a
buyer/contract
administrator
for
The Boeing Co. in Seattle. Erik
Olson coordinates food distribution to various
food banks
throughout
Washington for the
Washington State Department of
General Administration.
Nathan
Heppner is an ESL teacher at
Shaver Elementary
School in
Tigard, Ore. He hopes to teach
swimming to high schoolers or to
an independent swim team. Beth
Harvey teaches special and physical education at Pine Lake Middle

New church
has major
Whitworth
connection
"From its inception in 1993, the
idea of a new church was fueled by
the sense of calling," says Betty
(Lange) Stratton, '49, chair of the
leadership team for a unique new
church development in north Spokane.
Colbert Presbyterian Church held
its first service of worship on Nov. 16,
1997, at Mt. Spokane High School,
and was chartered on Sept. 20, 1998,
with 125 members. In a denomination not known for recent growth and
evangelism, this partnership involving Whitworth Community Presbyterian Church, the Presbytery of the Inland Northwest, and a number of
Whitworth alumni is adding significant energy to the Presbyterian
Church (USA) in this region.
CalIed to be the organizing pastor
in mid-1997, Eric Peterson, '86, returned to Spokane with his wife,
Lynn (Adami, '86), and their three
children after serving Marine View
32
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Eric and Lynn Peterson with children
Sadie, Lindsay and Andrew.

Presbyterian Church near Tacoma.
Peterson's perspective on this ministry is refreshing. "The whole thing
has been a surprise to me in a lot of
ways," he says. "There's something
about organizing a new church that
keeps you on your spiritual toes. I
have a sense of being part of something that's so much bigger than I
am."
Stratton views her own involvement in this church as "a call to mission - to give this new and growing
community north of Spokane its own
personalized invitation to the grace
and forgiveness of God." She credits
Whitworth College with awakening in
her a call to mission as she was nearing retirement from teaching. "I could
sit in the back yard of Whitworth

School in Issaquah, Wash. Ben
Patterson is working in the Local
Integrated Network and Computer
Services group at Stanford University. He's also in the middle of a
recording project with the Braxton
brothers (from the group Tony Toni
Tonejand is touring with the Asian
Promise Keepers band. Elizabeth
Lockard is an oncology nurse at
the Clinical Center of the National
Institutes of Health in Bethesda,
Md. Elizabeth Vernon is working
full time for the Tribune, a daily
newspaper that serves the East
Valley suburbs of Phoenix. Amy
Bartow is teaching in Tamamura,
Japan, with the JET program. Kelly
Simon performs with a Christian
theatre group in Houston, Texas.

Presbyterian Church and watch the
campus reaching out;' she says. "Mission became a passion with me."
And the connection between this
new church and the college continues to be a strong one. Of the church's
125 members, 22 are Whitworth
alumni and several more are Whitworth ColIege staff members. Of the
10 elders on session, five are Whitworth alumni and a sixth is a current
student (Janelle (Dutzar) Bellis, '69;
Julie Borrevik, '75; Virgil Griepp, '67;
Mary (Hogle) Griffith, '90; Lisa Beal,
'99, and Stratton). Whitworth students Sam Aylor, '99, and Heather
Jones, '00, serve as youth interns with
the church as part of the college's Certification for Ministry program, and
Sharon (Hattie) Clegg, '63, is director of children's education.
Peterson isn't surprised at the
number ofWhitworthians connected
to the congregation. "From the beginning, because of my past experience
as a student at Whitworth,
I've
wanted this church to have a significant connection to the college," he
says.
Peterson has also enjoyed rediscovering Whitworth's pine-covered
environs. "It's been such a gift to reconnect with the college community.
Just walking across the campus is a
real blessing to me;' he says.
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for the Class of 1949 ('48 and '50 also invited),
the classes of 1953, '54 and '55,
the classes of 1963, '64 and '65,
and the classes of 1973, '74 and '75

This is it! One weekend-four
reunions.
Join us among the pines for a
celebration of the past, present and future with
your Whitworth classmates and friends.
FRIDAY. JUNE 25
Morning
12:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
4 p.ru.
6 p.m.

Golf outing at a local course (optional)
Early registration begins at Auld House
Core 650 lectures-Alumni
College afternoon (optional)
Registration begins
Buffet supper-faculty from your era invited

SATURDAY. JUNE 26
8:30 a.m.
[fl a.m.
Noon
230 p.rn.

6:30

p.m.

Breakfast with President Bill Robinson
and Honors Ceremony for Class of 1949
Escorted campus tOUfS. The bookstore will be open.
Picnic lunch
Zvhour charter cruise on Lake Coeur d'Alene
Punch bowl and separate reunion banquets in the HUB

SUNDA Y. JUNE 27
9 a.m.
lO:30 a.m.
Noon

Alumni worship service, Seeley Mudd Chapel
Farewell Brunch
Checkout time for those in the dorms.

Inclusive price for all events (except Friday golf):
$110 (includes on-campus housing)
$85 (housing nor included)

Contact the Alumni OlTiceat 509-777-3799, 1-800-532-4668 or alumni@whitworth.edu for more information.
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Give the gift of education.
YOUR

CONTRIBUTION of $1,500

establishes a scholarship in your name for
the 1998-99 school year and helps your
adopted student continue his or her
Whitworth

education.

Once your scholarship
a qualified

student

is established,

will be selected by

Whitworth's Financial Aid Office, and you
will have the opportunity

to know the

difference your support makes in the life
of a Whitworth

student.

It is increasingly difficult for families

to afford a college education
children.
Whitworth

Adopt
a student scholar
at Whitworth College.

As

a private

for their

institution,

depends on your support to

help our students

afford the mind-and-

heart education that only Whitworth can
offer. Your Adopt-a-Scholar award will be
used to recruit a deserving student or to
help a current student finish his or her
degree at Whitworth.
For information about participating in
the Adopt-a-Scholar program, contact the
Office of Institutional

Advancement

800-532-4668 or 509-777-4447.
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